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T his year, on March 29, we 
marked ten years  s ince 
Romania became a ful l-
f ledged NATO member-

one of our country’s most important 
achievements, after going back to 
democracy.

During the last ten years, the 
R oman i an  s t at e  s u c c e e d e d  i n 
consolidating a modern, adaptable 
and efficient armed force, with a great 
experience in the theater of operations 
and adapted to NATO standards and 
requirements by constantly respecting 
the transformation plans and strategies. 

Thus, Romania strengthened its 
contributing nation status by providing 
security to the Euro-Atlantic space. The 
integration into the Alliance has been 
a long-term process which benefitted 
from the massive and constant support 
of the Romanian people for which the 
NATO member status stands for the 
full security warranty for Romania.

The accession-year found the 
Romanian Armed Forces’ soldiers in 
the theaters of operations fulfilling the 
commitments assumed by our country 
in the military field. 

The Romanian military missions 
were a natural continuation of the 
PfP ones while the benefits became 
obvious by achieving an increased 
interop erabi l i ty,  as  we  gaine d 
experience and ran the upgrading 
programs.

During the first 10 years of NATO 
membership, Romania participated 

in operations in the Western Balkans, 
Afghanistan, Iraq and North Africa. 
The Romanian military presence 
consisted in 40,000 soldiers rotated 
in these theaters of operations. The 
participation price is measured not only 
in the resources spent but also in the 
sacrifices made by the 25 heroes who 
died on duty driven by the National 
Combat Colors and by over 140 injured 
and disabled soldiers. 

This very special year, I direct my 
thanks to our international allies but 
especially to our soldiers who have 
actively participated in the missions 
from the theaters of operations. 

These soldiers are the ones who 
wear Romania’s name and National 

Combat Colors and make that our 
country’s name be uttered many a 
time by the international bodies. 
Their professionalism and impeccable 
performance standards reached when 
executing complex missions in the 
most dangerous areas in the world were 
constantly observed by our partners 
and allies. 

The Romanian soldiers have been 
the best ambassadors of Romania 
worldwide throughout this period 
of deep transformation. They fully 
deserve our congratulations and 
recognition!

Mircea Duşa,  
Minister of National Defence

The 10 years of NATO  
membership contributed to the 
transformation of the Romanian 
military into a modern, efficient 
and fully operational one

“NATO Enlargement in 2004: A Decade of Robust 
Contribution, Responsibility and Engagement in a  

New Alliance” Symposium, 7 April, 2014, Bucharest
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R omania’s accession to NATO is 
considered the greatest success 
ever of the Romanian foreign 
policy since 1989. Gaining 

NATO membership was a long-term 
process, whose constant feature was the 
broad support of the Romanian people 
for whom NATO membership equated 
to security and stability.

Started in 1991, 13 years before 
joining NATO, the Romanian Armed 
Forces participation in missions and 
operations abroad has steadily grown 
on three continents, under NATO 
command as well as with UN, EU and 
OSCE mandates.

T h e  R o m a n i a n  m i l i t a r y 
p ar t i c ip at ion  in  miss ions  and 
operations in an allied framework 
covers four stages: the first stage, 
before joining the Partnership for 
Peace program, between 1991 and 
January 1994; the second stage, of the 
participation in the Partnership for 
Peace program which lasted until the 

beginning of year 2000; the NATO pre-
accession stage, between 2000 and 2004; 
and the fourth stage which was initiated 
in 2004, when Romania became a full-
fledged member of the North-Atlantic 
Alliance.

Romanian  broug ht  i t s  most 
significant contribution to the NATO 
missions in Iraq, Western Balkans 
and Afghanistan. Throughout 2003-
2009,  Romania  par t ic ipated in 
Iraqi Freedom and NATO Training 
Mission – Iraq missions and reached 
its peak contribution by having 773 
soldiers deployed in these areas of 
operations. 

The NATO and EU-led Western 
Balkans operations have a special 
importance for Romania because the 
stability and security in this area are 
vital for maintaining a peaceful climate 
in Europe and for the economic 
development of the region. We are still 
participating in the KFOR mission 
being convinced that it is useful to 

those who live in the area and want to 
build a future.

Romania declared its position 
against the contemporary terrorism, as 
part of the Afghanistan Coalition Force. 
At the same time, our participation 
within the Coalition confirmed the 
trust the Alliance has put in the 
Romanian soldiers’ professionalism.

The accession into the big family 
of the NATO member nations brought 
about conceptual and functional 
changes for the Romanian military, the 
development of the defence capabilities, 
an active engagement into the Alliance’s 
mission, experience and involvement 
in NATO’s decision-making process. 
The  Romanian  Ar me d Forces’ 
transformation process reformed the 
military system in order to achieve 
interoperability; the process started in 
2007 at the same time with the approval 
of the RAF’s Transformation Strategy 
and the participation in NATO’s reform 
process. 

Today, after 10 years since we joined 
NATO, we can state that we have a 
modern armed force able to accomplish 
a large spectrum of missions, meet the 
standards and commitments assumed.

We are full-fledged members of 
the most important and powerful 
alliance but the integration process 
is still on-going. Many things are still 
to be done and we are aware that the 
future will bring more challenges, 
obligations and commitments we have 
to respect. Due to the international 
security environment evolution and the 
latest events, we must emphasize the 
correctness of our country’s decisions 
taken at the beginning of the 90’s in 
following the European and Euro-
Atlantic “road”.

Lieutenant General Ştefan Dănilă, 
The Chief of General Staff

10 Years  
in the Big Family of NATO

Family photo at NATO’s 
Military Committee 

Conference, Sibiu, 
September 14-16, 2012
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T his year we celebrated a decade 
since Romania’s accession to 
NATO. On 29 March 2004, 
Romania became a full fledged 

NATO member within the largest 
enlargement wave in NATO history. 

This anniversary coincided with 
NATO’s 65th anniversary. During 
the last decade, Romania progressed 
alongside the Alliance, being actively 
involved in NATO’s transformation into 
an organization capable of successfully 
addressing the security challenges of 
the new millennium.

The decade of NATO membership 
has consolidated Romania’s strategic 
profile as a relevant supporter of 
transatlantic solidarity and of the 
indivisibility of Allied security. 

Romania actively contributes to 
the missions and operations of the 
Alliance and takes part in its capability 
development process. 

After accession, the Ministry 
of  Nat ional  Defence cont inued 
the comprehensive transformation 
process aiming at restructuring of 
forces and full operational integration 
into the NATO security architecture. 
Based on these priorities, the NATO-
assigned units went through a training 
process to become operational, in 
order to fulfill the requirements set in 
the allied process of force planning. 
According to the Transformation 
Strategy of the Romanian Armed 
Forces, our military is going through 
the stage of operational integration in 

NATO and EU that lasts from 2008 
until 2015.

Romania assumed an active role 
within NATO as a prerequisite for the 
promotion of its national interests at 
allied level and for the integration of its 
security concerns in NATO’s decision 
making process. Thus, Romania’s 
added value in the Alliance consists 
in participating in common military 
operations and making the best use 
of its geostrategic position between 
the Western Balkans and the Eastern 
neighborhood, the Black Sea region 
and the Southern Caucasus.

During this 10 years membership, 
Romania’s military has become mature 
enough to assume important positions 
in NATO — Romania has 145 allocated 

2004-2014,  
Romania-NATO,  
the First Decade Together

Flag hoisting ceremony 
for the newest seven 

NATO member states 
– Romania, Bulgaria, 

Estonia, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Slovenia, 

SHAPE, Mons, 
Belgium,  

April 15, 2004
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p os it ions  in  NATO C ommand 
Structure and NATO agencies and 
five flag officer positions. Romania has 
also had an important contribution to 
allied intelligence, participating with 
personnel and capabilities in NATO 
operations and in the decision making 
process. 

R om a n i a’s  p a r t i c ip at i on  i n 
peacekeeping missions (about  40,000 
troops) puts our country to the top of 
NATO’s main contributors to operations. 
Romanian military forces participated 
in NATO mission in Afghanistan, 
contributed to NATO missions in the 
Balkans, to NATO air patrol missions, 
as well as to maritime operations and 
provided communications support for 
the deployment of Patriot missiles in 
Turkey, at a high level of interoperability. 

Romania is concerned about the 
emerging security threats being actively 
involved in the allied effort to establish 
NATO’s role in countering these new 
threats and challenges to allied security, 
terrorism, proliferation of weapons 
of mass destruction cyber attacks and 
energy security risks. 

Romania supports and contributes 
to the transformation process of 

the Alliance, meant to provide the 
Alliance with flexible and rapidly 
deployable capabi l it ies ,  able to 
counter the emerging threats. In this 
respect, Romania participates in allied 
multinational projects in the framework 
of the Smart Defence Initiative and is 
involved in the development of major 
capabilities projects, such as the allied 
Missile Defence system, the Alliance 
Ground Surveillance System, the NATO 
Airborne Early Warning capability and 
the Strategic Airlift Capability. 

Ever since accession, Romania has 
hosted several important NATO events: 
NATO Defence Ministers’ Meeting 
in 13-14 October 2004, the NATO 
Summit of Bucharest in April 2008, the 
NATO Military Committee Conference 
in Sibiu, 14-16 September 2012. All 
these major events represent the 
acknowledgement of Romania’s strategic 
relevance, of its role and contribution 
to NATO’s objectives, as well as the 
importance of NATO’s neighborhood.

Romania celebrated its first 10 years 
as a NATO member; there are still 
many years ahead. We have successfully 
concluded our first decade of intense 
cooperation; the period to come will 

probably bring real challenges to the 
security of Europe.

40,000 de 
Romanian 

soldiers have 
participated 

in NATO 
operations since 

1995 up to 
present 

The Romanian 
National 

Colors are 
hoisting at 

NATO General 
Headquarters 
since April 2, 

2004
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I n accordance with the Government Programme 
provisions, Romania shall observe its NATO and EU 
commitments by providing the capabilities required to 
meet their political-military levels of ambition. Against 

this background, a number of priorities and directions have 
been set for the Ministry of National Defence intended 
both to carry out the responsibilities derived from NATO 
and EU membership and to increase the effectiveness of 
the capability generation processes, i.e. its national defence 
planning system. 

The Government Programme stipulates a comprehensive 
legislative package to cover the overall defence area, as well 
as specific fields (military personnel career management, 
compensation and occupational pensions systems). The new 
defence planning law, together with the amendments to Law 
346/2006 on the organization and functioning of the MoND 
are part of this program. 

The current defence planning law, adopted in 2004, is 
to be replaced by a new law to incorporate lessons learned 
since NATO and EU admission as well as to facilitate the 
implementation of NATO Defence Planning Process, as 
provided by the Outline Model for a Defence Planning Process.

The drafting of this new law stands for Romania’s 
political commitment to support increased transparency 
and coherence of NATO and EU defence planning processes, 
as well as for strengthening cooperation and coordination 
with a view to capability development between the two 
organizations, given that member countries of both 
organizations have one single pool of forces available and 
committed to both of them.

The draft law provides signif icant 
amendments in several areas. 

In  l ine  with  NATO terminolog y, 
“capability” is defined as “the ability to 
perform the actions required in order to 
achieve desired objectives. The establishment 
and building of a capability takes into account 
a class of actions and measures from a broad 
perspective including doctrine, organization, 
training, material, leadership, facilities, 
personnel and interoperability elements”.

Another aspect  is  that  Romania’s 
commitments to NATO and EU may involve 
the building up of civilian capabilities, which 
most likely will exceed the Armed Forces’ 
capabilities and legal mandate. The new 
legislation addresses this issue by creating the 

legal framework for non-military capabilities development 
by government bodies other than the Ministry of National 
Defence, which can nevertheless provide assistance.

This new draft law envisages a more effective 
management, by refining the content of the Defence 
Planning Guidance (the departmental planning document 
establishing the general objectives and priorities of the 
Ministry of National Defence, specific objectives and 
directions for the defence planning fields, the denomination 
of each Major Programs and their managers as well as 
the specific objectives and capabilities for all MoND 
Major Programs and the budgetary layout). MoND Major 
Programs are better defined; their managers’ responsibilities 
are restated based on the experience gained in the last 
decade. The timelines for both national and department 
planning documents are now aligned to the amended 
national fiscal and budgetary legislation. Concurrently, a 
more effective updating and involvement of the political 
decision making factor is pursued through an annual report 
addressed to the Homeland Defence Supreme Council on 
the level of implementation of MoND objectives and NATO 
commitments. 

It is worth mentioning that specific provisions of the 
draft law are already incorporated in MoND procedures; e.g. 
capability development priorities in the Defence Planning 
Guidance are set in accordance with NATO’s planning 
domains; a 10 year planning period is employed for most 
planning documents.

The New Defence Planning Law 
– a Political Commitment –

“We train as we 
fight”, Cincu 

Firing Range
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T he main goal of this activity is to represent and 
defend the interests of the Romanian Ministry 
of National Defence in relation to other public 
authorities, institutions of any kind, as well as 

any Romanian or foreign individual or legal entity, to offer 
judicial expertise and to endorse all documents issued by 
and actions carried out by order of commanders/chiefs, 
to ensure the legality of the leadership act as well as to 
participate in the process of developing and endorsing 
legislative documents.

The most important legislative activities managed and 
completed by the Parliament Liaison and Legal Assistance 
Directorate, throughout 2013 were:
Ø Law no. 73/2013 regarding the establishment of special 

measures for the protection of military facilities that are part 
of the ballistic missile defence system.

Through this law, a special protection regime has been 
established for the military facilities hosting elements of the 
ballistic missile defence system, according to the Agreement 
between Romania and the United States of America on the 

deployment of the United States Ballistic Missile Defence System 
in Romania, signed at Washington, on the September13th, 2011.

In these areas with a special protection regime, certain 
activities are prohibited; meanwhile, for other types of 
activities, it is mandatory to obtain the clearance of the 
Romanian Ministry of National Defence.
Ø Law no. 171/2013 for the amendment and addendum of 

Law no. 80/1995 on the military personnel status.
The amendment consists in the fact that the military 

and civilian personnel will benefit from compensations for 
disability cases and that the family members are lawfully 
entitled to a survivor’s pension, if the death occurred in ther 
line of military duty, of accidents, catastrophes and other 
similar events occurred during and because of the fact that 
the personnel was on duty.

Concurrently, this law highlights the importance 
of physical training for active-duty military personnel 
(commissioned officers, noncommissioned officers and 
warrant officers). If the aforementioned personnel fail the 
physical training examination, they can be discharged.

Many Laws of Utmost Interest  
for the MoND were Adopted

The legislative activity and legal assistance within the Romanian Ministry of National Defence is ensured 
by both military and civilian legal advisors, who work for the Parliament Liaison and Juridical Assistance 
Directorate, and are organized in distinct juridical structures which function at MoND central structures service 
level as well as unit level.

The Legal Advisers from the Romanian military 
celebrated  “The military justice day” and  

95 years since the establishment of their branch 
at the National Military Club at Bucharest,  

on April 25, 2014
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Ø Law no. 240/2013 regarding the accomplishment of the 
aerial operational capability enclosed in the 1st Phase of the 
initial transition stage of the gradual implementation of the 
aerial defence capability Concept of the “Air Force Multirole 
Aircraft” program.

According to the law, the aerial operational capability can 
be achieved through:

— the assignment of the acquisition contract by the 
Romanian Government to the Government of the 
Portuguese Republic, for 12 F16 Aircraft, the training 
service of the flight and technical personnel in Portugal 
and Romania, the technical assistance service in Romania, 
as well as logistic support elements;
— the assignment of successive Letter of Offer and 
Acceptance (LOA) type contracts specific to the Foreign 
Military Sales – FMS Program, by the Romanian 
Government to the United States Government, for the 
acquisition of the necessary ammunition, the completion 
of the initial logistic support package and the training 
service.
The LOA-type contracts through the FMS Program 

are run by observing the US legislation and the directives 
of the US Department of Defence which regulate the 

management and implementation of the security military 
assistance.

This legislative document creates a necessary instrument 
to exempt the acquisitions subject to provisions regulating 
advance payment and to other stages of the budgetary 
execution, stipulated by the legislation in force.
Ø Law No. 241/2013 on the establishment of measures in 

concerning pensions granted to personnel from the defence, 
public order and national security system.

According to this law, the pensions revised in line with 
the provisions of Law no. 119/2010 regarding the measures 
taken in the pension domain and of the Government 
Emergency Ordinance nr. 1/2011 on the measures for 
pensions granted to beneficiaries originating from the 
defence, public order and national security system, approved 
by the Law no. 165/2011, with its further amendments 
and addenda, where the quantum is smaller than those 
rightfully established for December 2010, are being paid 
at the appropriate quantum for December 2010.

This legislative document eliminated the inequities 
between the beneficiaries whose monthly income had been 
identified and those whose income could not be documented, 
because of the damage of the archives.

The Romanian Armed Force was 
equipped with F-!6 fighters which will 
ensure interoperability with the other 

NATO member states’ Air Forces, 
according to Law 240/2013
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Romania-US  
Strategic Partnership 

I nitiated in 1997, Romania-US 
Strategic Partnership established 
the special bilateral relations 
between the two states and, at 

the same time, opened the way for 
new development opportunities. The 
17 years old Strategic Partnership has 
ensured the proper framework for 
developing an excellent cooperation 
and has set up the foundation for the 
extensive US assistance programs we 
benefited from, especially through 
counseling, training and assistance in 
various areas.

T h e  U S - R o m a n i a  b i l a t e r a l 
relations have acquired a new strategic 
dimension fol lowing Romania’s 
accession to NATO and the common 
participation in the fight against 
terrorism. As a NATO ally, Romania 
t ransformed its  defense  pol ic y 

according to its new status and current 
requirements identified by NATO.

Our participation alongside US in 
the fight against terrorism and WMD 
proliferation has been based on shared 
perceptions and views about the 
new risks and threats. Accordingly, 
Romania’s defense policy incorporates a 
long-term commitment to substantially 
contribute to those types of missions 
and operations that directly cope with 
new threats to our national security, as 
it has been the case in Afghanistan or 
Iraq.

Currently, the military cooperation 
with the US Armed Forces stands for 
the most substantial part of Romania’s 
military bilateral relations.

A particular dimension of the 
Romanian-American cooperation 
represents the strategic dialogue 

within the Bilateral Working Group on 
Defence (BWG), a political consultation 
forum at departmental level.

B WG  w a s  e n v i s a g e d  a s  a 
cooperation framework meant to 
engage both decision makers and desk 
officers or field experts in a dialogue on 
a wide range of common interest topics, 
as: defense policy, international security 
and the evolution of international 
security organizations. 

The bilateral cooperation and 
the identification of practical ways 
to extend and intensify the Strategic 
Pa r t n e r s h i p  r u n n i n g  p r o j e c t s 
represents an important pillar of 
discussion.

Along the years, Romania proved 
to be a reliable partner for the US, by 
changing its status of strategic partner 
into that of a strategic ally.

Mihail Kogălniceanu 
Base – mode point for 

the transportation of 
the US troops to and 

from Afghanistan  
(source: 

www.airforcetimes.com)
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T he involvement of Romania in the development of 
the US Ballistic Missile Defense (BMD) System in 
Europe, in a new phased adaptive approach (named 
the European Phased Adaptive Approach - EPAA) 

was decided in February 2010 by the Supreme Council of 
Homeland Defense (SCHD), following a proposal made by 
the USA President. As a result, Romania made available to 
the US, the real estate where the Ashore Aegis System will 
be set up. Deveselu Facility, integral part of the second 
phase of EPAA, envisaged to become operational in 2015, 
will represent the initial capability of NATO Ballistic Missile 
Defense (BMD) System. By hosting elements of US Ballistic 
Missile Defense System, Romania will enhance its security 
as well as contribute to the security of Southern European 
NATO member nations. 

In order to implement the SCHD decision, in 2010 
negotiations were initiated with the US side on the Agreement 
between the United States of America and Romania on the 
Deployment of the United States Ballistic Missile Defense 
System in Romania (BMDA). The agreement was signed on 
13 September 2011 and, subsequently, in December 2011 it 
was ratified by the Parliament (Law no. 290/2011).

The fulfillment of the tasks assumed by the Romanian 
side in the BMDA represents one of the most important 
directions of action of Romanian Government defense 
policy in the over 2014 – 2016. In accordance with the 
BMDA provisions, the Romanian side is responsible for 
securing Deveselu Military Base, for ensuring the necessary 
conditions for the US to start the construction 
works at the Facility, as well as for developing, 
together with the US counterpart, the legal 
framework to implement the BMDA, by 
signing the Implementing Arrangements in the 
established area of interest.

The implementation of BMDA focuses mainly 
on 3 dimensions: legal, military infrastructure 
inside Deveselu Military Base and civilian 
infrastructure outside the Base.

The lega l  f ramework necessar y  for 
implementing BMDA was 78% finalized, the 
last two Implementing Arrangements and an 
Amendment to one Implementing Arrangement 
are currently being negotiated.

The military infrastructure designed for 
securing the Base has been planned to be 
executed in two phases by the Romanian 
Ministry of Defense (ROU MoND). The first 
phase, was accomplished last year and included: 

the perimeter NATO type fence and the perimeter patrolling 
and intervention road, etc. Currently, the second phase is 
being implemented, and comprises: the perimeter lighting, 
integrated compound security system, communication and 
information technology system, etc.

The importance of the civilian infrastructure dimension 
outside the Base stems from its impact on rendering 
the Facility and Base operational. In addition, the local 
Deveselu community is going to benefit from the newly built 
infrastructure. The execution of the civilian infrastructure is 
coordinated by the local and central authorities. The first 
two projects (modernization of the access road to Deveselu 
Military Base main gate and the railway crossing) were 
finalized last year. The works for the Waste Water Treatment 
Plant, running water network and sewage system are 
scheduled to finish this year.

The Romanian side, through the MoND, made great 
efforts in order to ensure the appropriate conditions for US 
side to start the construction works at the Facility. These 
efforts also included assistance offered with the issuing of 
permits necessary for the authorization of construction 
works. The start of the construction works at the Facility 
were marked by the official ceremony held on 28 October 
2013, with the participation of a numerous foreign guests, 
among which the Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for 
Policy, U.S. Department of Defense, Mr. James Miller and 
the Deputy Secretary General of NATO, Mr. Alexander 
Vershbow.

US Ballistic Missile  
Defense System in Romania

The initiation of the main 
construction works at Deveselu, 

October 28, 2013
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T he South Eastern Defense 
Ministerial (SEDM) process 
was initiated by the defense 
ministers at their meeting of 

1997, in Sofia. The current member 
Nations are: Albania, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina,  Bulgaria,  Croatia, 
the Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia  (Turke y  recognis es 
the Republic of Macedonia with 
its constitutional name), Greece, 
Italy, Montenegro, Romania, Serbia, 
Slovenia, Turkey, the United States 
and Ukraine; as observers: Moldova 
and Georgia.

SEDM developed an institutional 
infrastructure which focused, with the 
military component and the necessary 
structure, namely the committees and 

working groups on finding solutions 
to the problems related to regional 
security. This is what makes SEDM a 
self-sustainable initiative, unique in the 
region, with the aim of promoting a 
culture of cooperation.

Romania’s  act ive presence in 
SEDM was demonstrated, throughout 
the 11-year long existence of this 
regional initiative, by its participation 
and involvement in al l  projects 
launched and developed under the 
SEDM aegis. 

Romania chairs  
SEDM for the second time

The Chairmanship is assumed for 
a period of two years by the SEDM 

member states. Romania took over the 
chairmanship starting with July 2013. 
This is the second time Romania chairs 
the SEDM Coordination Committee 
(SEDM-CC) and the Political Military 
Steering Committee (PMSC) of the 
Multinational Peace Force South 
Eastern Europe (MPFSEE). 

The Romanian Chairmanship 
f o c u s e s  o n  t w o  f u n d a m e n t a l 
dimensions: on one hand it will 
continue the work to enhance the 
effectiveness and the relevance of 
SEDM as regional player and, on the 
other hand, it will carry on with the 
efforts to persuade the international 
community to recognize SEDM as 
the most relevant and result oriented 
political–military initiative in South-
East Europe.

Romania pays a great attention to 
the main projects launched within 
SEDM. In the near future, Romania 
considers that it is necessary to 
constantly adapt and develop SEDM 
projects,  making sure that they 
properly respond to the continuously 
changing security environment, both 
at regional and global level. 

The Multinational Peace Force, 
South-Eastern Europe (MPFSEE)  – 
also known as the South Eastern 
Europe Brigade (SEEBRIG) – was 
established at the third annual South 
Eastern Europe Defense Ministerial 
(SEDM) in Skopje, September 26, 
1998. SEEBRIG is operational since 
1st of May 2001. 

The participants are Albania, 
Bulgaria, the former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia, Greece, Italy, Romania 
and Turkey. Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Croatia, Slovenia, Ukraine and USA 
have the observer status. We believe 

The Romanian Chairmanship  
of the SEDM (2013-2015)

SEDM-CC/PMSC Chairmanship and 
COMSEEBRIG handover-takeover  

ceremony, September 2013,  
Tyrnavos, Larisa, Greece
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that Bosnia and Herzegovina will be 
part of MPFSEE, as soon as they will 
fulfill their internal legal procedures. 
SEEBRIG can be involved in Peace 
Keeping Operations, under UN or 
OSCE mandates based on formal 
resolutions. Deployment of each 
national contingent is subject of 
prior Government’s approval, after 
consultations among Member 
Nations.

From our perspective, the 
future SEEBRIG mission is a 
critical credibility test for the 
whole SEDM process.

Since Romania’s taking over 
the current Chairmanship, the 
following main activities were 
organized and coordinated:

•  The SEDM reunion (3 
October 2013 at Brdo/Slovenia) as 
part of the Comprehensive Regional 
Ministerial (CRM). On this occasion, 
the defense ministers were informed 

about the progress of SEDM projects 
and have set the groundwork for 
future activities.

• The PMSC and SEDM-CC regular 
meetings (17 -19 September 2013 
and 18-20 March 2014, in Bucharest). 
Topics related to the issue of regional 

cooperation, with an emphasis on 
practical projects of SEDM were 
addressed in the presence of all the 

members as well as representatives 
o f  m a j o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
organizations (NATO, RACVIAC, 
RCC, etc.) .  These activit ies 
confirmed once again Romania’s 
capacity to engage in discussions 
at international level on topics of 
national and regional security. 

Until the handover ceremony, 
i n  2 0 1 5 ,  t h e  R o m a n i a n 
Chairmanship will organize and 
coordinate the following main 
activities:

•  the SEDM reunion, on 
16 October 2014, as part of 
the Comprehensive Regional 
Ministerial (CRM), in Budva/

Montenegro.
•  the  PMSC and SEDM-CC 

meetings, on 16 -18 September 2014 
and March 2015 in Bucharest. 

Traditionally, every country holding 
the Chairmanship of the SEDM-
CC/PMSC chooses its own logo. 
The bridge from the Romanian 
Chairmanship logo is a symbol of 
unity across any natural or artificial 
border, representing Romania as 
an honest mediator that will try to 
reconcile all the different positions. 
This is reinforced by the written 
message who suggests that-because 
the security is indivisible-the CLOSER 
we are, the STRONGER will be!

SEDM-CC and PMSC 
meetings,  

March 2014, Bucharest
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A fganistan represented permanently the main area 
of interest and also the highest effort in a Theatre 
of Operations (TO) for the Romanian Military, 
having deployed more than 3000 troops at the peak 

of our participation.
The transition to ISAF (International Security Assistance 

Force) Mission meant the involvement of the Romanian 
troops in support of the Government of the Islamic Republic 
of Afghanistan, by accomplishing Counter-Insurgency 
Operations (COIN) with focus on the civilian population 
protection, support for the development of the Afghan 
National Security Forces and local authorities, in order to 
ensure the protection of the Afghan population, a safe and 
secure environment and an enduring development.

In 2003, the ANA Training Detachment was established, 
with the view of participating in the process of building and 
making operational the New Afghan National Army (ANA). 
Romanian troops were initially organized in Mobile Training 
Teams (Infantry, Armour and Maintenance) and later in 
Embedded Training Teams. The activity of the Detachment 
included, along with training the Afghan troops, developing 
TO&Es and training and procurement programs, donation 
management, forces’ recruitment and training, inspection 
and repairing of equipment etc. 

As the importance of ISAF increased, 2006 brought a 
major change in the involvement of the Romanian forces 
in Afghanistan. As of August 2006, most of them were 
concentrated, August, in the very unstable area of Southern 
Afghanistan, Zabul province, where the 2nd Infantry 

Battalion took over the security responsibilities in this 
province.

The Romanian troops also participate actively in support 
of the local security forces, concentrating on two dimensions: 
mentoring and training.

Mentoring started in 2008, when the first Romanian 
OMLT – Operational Mentoring & Liaison Team – was 
deployed in Qalat. Under the mentoring of the OMLT, ANA 
capabilities have continuously increased. The transfer of 
leadership responsibility to ANA needs a new mentoring 

Afghanistan or 12 Years of 
Uninterrupted Expeditions

The Romanian participation in Afghanistan 
Theater of Operations was initiated in 2002 by the 
26th Battalion in the Operation Enduring Freedom, 
afterwards the Romanian presence being maintained 
at a significant level within the Coalition, which 
placed Romania among the main troops contributing 
countries.

The Romanian soldiers  
interacted well with the Afghan 

population and tried to offer their 
help during the CIMIC actions
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approach in order to ensure an increased efficiency, 
without sacrificing quantity or speed. Starting with 
the second semester of 2012, the OMLTs were 
transformed into Military Advisor Teams – MAT, 
which provided assistance to ANA units until 2013 
when they were gradually redeployed.

In 2008, the Romanian sent its Special 
Operations Forces both in ISAF mission command 
and in the field, our troops working closely with 
the Coalition partners.

At the same time, Romania deployed troops in 
Kabul area within the IJC and ISAF HQ, 75 troops 
to ensure KAIA Airport Leadership between 2010 
and 2011.

2010 brings a new change in the Romanian 
contribution to the military effort in Afghanistan 
Theatre of Operations when, following the political 
decisions, the national military contribution 
increased by 600 troops, the national contingent 
being thus reorganized. Two Manoeuvre Battalions 
were deployed in Zabul province under the 
Combined Team Zabul (CTZ) transformed into 
Combined Task Force Arrowhead – Romanian-
American command element.

In order to provide a better situational 
awareness, an integrated intelligence detachment 
was deployed in Zabul province.

The rotational cycle of the Romanian forces deployed 
in Afghanistan continued without important changes of 
structure, with a task peak in 2011 when over 3000 troops 
were deployed in the TO during one year, until 2013, 
when due to the changes in the security environment and 
the capabilities developed by the Afghan structures, the 
redeployment of the participants in the mission started, 
along with other responsibilities.

Starting with January 2013, Romania assumed the 
Kandahar Airfield Ground Defence Area – GDA, by 

reorienting the mission of one Company embedded in the 
1st Manoeuvre Battalion from Zabul province; the mission 
was highly appreciated by the Regional Command South.

In June 2013, the 1st Manoeuvre Battalion was redeployed, 
its security responsibilities in the Area of Operations being 
taken over by the Afghan security structures, according to 
the normal security transition process to Afghan forces. 
Also, in 2013, the MATs the Romanian command structure 
from the CTF Raider, the Kabul Intel Detachment and 
the personnel assigned to the Armoured Training School/
NTM-A accomplished their mission in the theatre of 
operations and were redeployed. Over 550 personnel ended 
their mission in 2013.

The decrease of the force contribution was tightly 
coordinated with the ISAF command and the other partners 
and allies. It depended on ground security environment 
and the Afghan forces capability to take over the security 
responsibilities by observing the principle “thin out, not get 
out”.

In 2014,  Romania continues the participation 
in Afghanistan Theatre of Operations in order to 
accomplish the final phases of the transition from this 
Theatre of Operations, regarding the handing over of 
security responsibilities to the Afghan structures and the 
redeployment of troops from various Romanian or Allied 
structures.

By engaging in different missions and fields, according 
to ISAF’s operational requirements and priorities, 
Romania responded to the international community 
effort in Afghanistan and demonstrated that its approach 
is based not only on the quantity, but also on the quality 
of forces.

For the future NATO Resolute Support Mission in 
Afghanistan, Romania will continue to contribute with 
instructors as well as other forces, in accordance with 
the Alliance requirements and the national political 
decisions.

The Romanian soldiers executed 
patrol missions  in the theater  

of operations  
from Afghanistan 



www.mapn.ro14

S tarting with February 20, 1991, Romania, took 
part in a significant number of peace keeping 
missions (the treaties and understandings 
it  adhered to)  and is  recognized by the 

international community as a strong partner in the 
international effort of closing the potential conflicts and 
returning to normal levels of the social and economic life 
in the affected regions.

Participating in such operations took place based 
on the UN Security Council and OSCE resolutions and 
Romania’s political and legal decisions, showing our 
country’s strong will to integrate as fast as possible in to 
the European and Euro-Atlantic political, economic and 
security structures.

After 1990, the Balkans represented the first test NATO 
took in approaching instability-associated risks in the region. 

The allied actions in the Balkans consisted in providing 
a secure environment following the UN Security Council 
Resolution 1244 and using this approach in any future 
planning/operational decision.

 As a specific for the Balkans area, Romania participated 
with forces and capabilities in operations/missions currently 
concluded, such as ALBA/Albania Multinational Protection 
Force, IFOR/International Force in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
SFOR/Stabilization Force in Bosnia and Herzegovina or 
Macedonia Monitoring Mission, but continues to be actively 
involved in other ongoing operations, as NATO Joint Guardian/
Kosovo and EUFOR Althea/Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Romanian Armed Forces  
in the Balkans 
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The Romanian soldiers have been  
participating in Kosovo mission since 2000

Romanian presence in Kosovo province within KFOR 
mission started in March 2000, with company level forces and 
staff personnel together with others military from 31 nations. 
In March 2002, the first structure of the Romanian Armed 
Forces was introduced in Kosovo Theater of Operations. After 
that, other 11 structures executed missions in this theatre of 
operations, with a six month-period rotation (Romanian 
Detachement “ROFND” tooked part in TO KOSOVO, where 
accomplised peace keeping operations under Task Force 
„AQUILA” / Multinational Task Force – West command during 
March 2002 till March 2011). Romania does not acknowledge 

Kosovo’s independence, but it joins the international 
community’s effort in maintaining a safe environment, under 
resolution UNSCR 1244. The acceptance of the supplementary 
security protection measures in Kosovo does not represent an 
implicit acknowledgement of their independence.

NATO mission in Kosovo is now in an intermediate phase 
towards the third phase of Deterrent Presence Operation – 
Transition Gate Three, which involves progressive force 
decrease. Romania continues to support the international 
efforts to stabilize and secure the environment.

Together with the participation in the mission we are 
analyzing the opportunity of reconfiguring the national 
presence in the area, taking into account the evolution of the 
situation, and the idea that Romania wishes to maintain the 
current national contribution (appx. 71 troops) throughout 
the gradual decrease of the number of troops according to 
Gate Two and Gate Three phases.

Bosnia and Herzegovina – the area of  
operations where Romania has the  
longest participation in missions abroad

Bosnia and Herzegovina is another area where Romania 
assumed an active part. In this area we have the longest 
participation in missions outside the national territory. 
Starting with March 1996, Romania participated in the 
peace process, within NATO IFOR and SFOR missions with 
over 200 troops and starting November 2004 within EU led 
operation ALTHEA. According to the progress in stabilizing 
the situation and creating a stable security environment, we 
gradually reduced our contribution to currently 37 troops.

Starting with 2010, EU approved the transition to 
non-executive missions, consisting in counseling Bosnian 
institutions and the armed forces’ training. In this phase, 
Romanian presence is currently being reconfigured, to 
supplement the contribution with one mobile air force training 
team, according to the new mission requirements.

Romania has contributed in the Balkans theatre of 
operations with 8400 troops throughout 1991 to 2014; 
Romania has currently participating with staff officers, 
trainers and intelligence personal. 

The benefits from the Romanian Armed Forces 
participation in missions/operations in the Balkan area are 
both operational and image related.

Among the operational benefits we can emphasize: the 
accumulated experience in certain theaters of operations; 
training staff personnel and units according to NATO and EU 
standard operating procedures; increase the interoperability 
level operational testing of combat equipment in live 
conditions, and review of major procurement programs 
based on the deficiencies identified.

Romania proved to be a trustworthy partner and a 
contributor to regional and global security which brought 
our country image benefits. As a NATO member, Romania 
benefits for the first time from a security guarantee and takes 
part directly to political-military decisions.

    Romania has actively 
participated in the 

Western Balkans since 
1995, when it deployed an 
engineer battalion within 

NATO-IFOR mission
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R omania’s accession to NATO and EU 
is translated into concerted efforts 
coordinated through a wide and 
thorough strategy. Thus, Romania 

started to redefine its foreign policy trends.
The first agreements were signed with the 

neighboring countries, as it should have been: 
Bulgaria (1990), Hungarian Republic (1990), 
Republic of Moldova (1991) and Ukraine 
(1991). At that time, the concept “Europe of the 
region” appeared at European level. In this line, 
the South-Eastern countries of the continent 
developed a new geo-strategic concept entitled 
“Regional initiative”.

Due to the good bilateral relations between 
Romania and Hungary, the Romanian Ministry 
of National Defence proposed to the Homeland 
Defence Ministry of Hungarian Republic to 
establish a bi-national military structure. That 
initiative was warmly welcomed during the French-
Deutsch-Hungarian-Romanian quadripartite 
seminar conducted at Baden-Baden (Germany) 
during August 25-27, 1997.

Thus, on October 3, 1997, the State Secretary 
and Chief of General Staff, Division General 
Constantin Degeratu, assigned the 191st Infantry 
Battalion “Colonel Radu Golescu” to establish the 
Romanian module of this structure. Afterwards, 
on March 20, 1998, the “birth certificate” of this 
bi-national structure was signed at Budapest (by 
Romanian Defence Minister Constantin Dudu 
Ionescu and the Hungarian Defence Minister 
Gyorgy Keleti) entitled the Technical agreement 
betwe en the Romanian and Hungarian 
Republic Governments on the establishment of 
the Romanian-Hungarian Mixed Peacekeeping 
Battalion.

“With the signing of the technical agreement, 
we concluded the legal framework for the Hu-
Ro mixed unit and transitioned to the stage of 
making this project operational. Now, the task 
was transferred to the execution structures: 
the Commander of the 5th Army Corps from 

The Romanian-Hungarian Mixed 
Peacekeeping Battalion has been 
operational for 15 years

Romanian and 
Hungarian Combat 

Colors are being 
marched off at the 
opening of “Wise 

Foresight ROU 
exercise, 2008”
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Romania and the Commander of the 
3rd Mechanized Division from Hungary, 
the commanders of the brigades and the 
battalion leadership. During my visit to 
Hungary over 14-15 May, this year, we 
assessed the 62nd Mechanized Brigade 
Hodmezovasarhely and reviewed the 
Hungarian component. In a reasonable 
timeline, my colleagues from Hungary 
will review the Romanian module 
from Arad. I can say that the military 
cooperation between Romania and 
Hungary functions works well both at 
peace and during crisis situations”, stated 
Army Corps Constantin Degeratu, 
Chief of General Staff in an interview 
given to “Agenda Zilei” newspaper from 
Arad, in June, 1999.

When the first Commander of the 
Hu-Ro Mixed Peacekeeping Battalion 
was back, the then Lieutenant Colonel 
Avram Cătănici (currently Reserve 
Major General) expressed his hope 
that “following the implementation 

of the intensive combat training plan, 
the battalion will become operational 
in three to four months at most”. He 
also said that “We will alternatively 
conduct activities for the unification 
of the mixed structure” in Romania 
and Hungary and we’ll conduct tactical 
activities at squad-platoon levels. After 
January 1, 2000, we’ll be able to conduct 
peacekeeping missions all over the 
world”.

The structure consists of  
500 Romanian and  
500 Hungarian troops

In 1999, the two governments ratified 
the agreement by adopting distinct 
national laws; thus, the transition to the 
next stage was made. The new mixed 
structure was rendered operational. 
A series of meetings at high level took 
place between the representatives of the 
two armed forces which set the technical 

details of the way in which the Hu-Ro 
Mixed Peacekeeping Battalion functions.

The purpose for the establishment 
of such structure was clearly defined 
from the beginning. Thus, according 
to the agreement, the Romanian and 
Hungarian troops can be engaged in 
operations for the “prevention of the 
initiation of potential hostilities” in 
the area of operations by means of a 
real and efficient military force which 
acts as a combat force in peacekeeping 
missions and in crisis management 
situations, peace support operations 
conducted in crisis areas, and in the 
execution of the humanitarian and 
search/rescue missions, and last, but 
not the least, in the planning and 
conduct of common training actions 
scheduled to achieve and maintain an 
increased level of operational efficiency 
and enhance interoperability”.

In accordance with the agreements 
in force, the To&E of the mixed 

“Wise Foresight HU 
2007” exercise – 

convoy made up of 
mixed Romanian and 
Hungarian structures, 
preparing to leave on 

mission
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battalion cannot exceed 500 people for 
each part, a maximum of 1000 people. 
The national modules are placed on the 
national territory. They meet annually 
in order to perform specific activities 
to maintain the readiness level. The 
battalion is represented equally by the 
two nations, while the leadership of 
the structure is rotated annually and 
taken over by one of the two parts. 
The handing over/taking over of the 
structure’s leadership takes place during 
a specific ceremony conducted both on 
the Romanian or Hungarian territory. 
Starting 2013, the structure’s leadership 
is exercised by the Romanian part, to 
be handed over to the Hungarian side 
at the end of 2014. 

The training of the two modules 
is a national responsibility, each 
structure conducting specific activities 
for the training of its own personnel 
in accordance with the regulations in 
force. The Romanian and Hungarian 
militaries meet on a regular basis 
to update the Standard Operating 
Procedures, train in specific conditions 
and strengthen the interpersonal 
connections established along time 
between the personnel manning the 
Hu-Ro Mixed Peacekeeping Battalion. 

Up to present, the Romanian and 
Hungarian militaries conducted 11 
common bilateral exercises. This 
fact meant a deep involvement of 
both sides, all necessary steps being 
taken to conduct the entire planning 

process :  planning conferences , 
workshops, bilateral meetings at 
different levels, etc.

The exercise planning process is 
conducted in accordance with the 
NATO documents generated in English 
(official communication language 
within the battalion). 

The Hu-Ro Mixed Peacekeeping 
Battalion has been participating in 
common exercises since 1999. The first 
of them was entitled “OPENING  –
W I N D O WS  R O - 9 9 ”  a n d  w a s 
conducted in Arad. Exercises entitled 
the same were also conducted in 
2000 (Romania) and 2002 (Hungary). 
In 2003, the name of the exercises 
changed into “WISE FORESIGHT” 
and, under this codename, the exercises 
were conducted both in our country 
(in 2003, 2006 and 2008) and in the 
neighboring country (2005, 2007, 2011 
and 2013).

The type of the exercises changed 
along the years, based on the specific 
training requirements commonly 
e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  b a t t a l i o n 
structural elements: CPX, LIVEX/
FTX, CAX/SIMEX and FTX/CROSS 
TRAINING. 

Last year, in Hungary, during 
a computer assisted exercise, the 
Romanian troops of the mixed battalion 
could train (by using the Hungarian 
virtual simulation system) in the area of 
operations and by respecting the SOPs 
the Hungarian partner employed during 

the mission it conducted in Afghanistan 
as a Provincial Reconstruction Team.

The longevity of the Hu-Ro Mixed 
Peacekeeping Battalion proves that 
this is a stability factor in the region 
and a landmark for other structures 
not only from Romania and Hungary 
but also for other states in which 
trans-frontal cooperation can bring 
benefits to the military and other 
related fields.

Common training of the Romanian and Hungarian 
soldiers during “Wise Foresight 2011-HUN” Exercise, 

Hódmezővásárhely, Hungary, May 23-28,  2011

Group photo, 
Hódmezővásárhely, 

Hungary, 
September 20, 2013
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This year, in November, the Romanian and Hungarian militaries  
will share each other their experience gained in Afghanistan

The twelfth exercise of the Hu-Ro Mixed Peacekeeping Battalion entitled “WISE FORESIGHT 2014-ROU/

WIFOR 2014-ROU” is to be conducted in Arad over November 11-21, this year. It will be a CAX/SIMEX- 

tactical type exercise conducted at three levels; platoon, company and battalion. 

40 militaries (20 Romanians and 20 Hungarians) will participate in the exercise with the task of training the 

personnel manning the Hu-Ro Mixed Peacekeeping Battalion when executing the Peace Support Operations 

in a counterinsurgency environment by employing the Land Forces’ Combat Training Center capabilities with 

the aim of disseminating the experience gained in the ISAF missions.

The improvement of the Military Decision Making process, the Troops Leading Procedures, the planning 

and execution of the routine missions (Normal Framework Operations-patrols, observation posts, traffic 

control points) and of the deliberate ones (cordon & search/area search), verifying the reaction to EOD/

ambush incident, escort the convoys or VIPs and last, but not the least, strengthen the interpersonal relations 

between the militaries who man the Hu-Ro Mixed Peacekeeping Battalion are some of the goals of the 

exercise.

During the exercise, on November 18, 2014, the Distinguished Visitor’s Day and the Press Day will be 

organized in order to promote the event both in Romania and Hungary.

The activity will conclude with the hand-over/take-over ceremonies of the Hu-Ro Mixed Peacekeeping 

Battalion leadership that will take place in Romania (November 18, 2014) and Hungary (on November 21, 2014).
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“Combined 
Resolve” II, a U.S. 
Army Europe-led, 

multi-national 
exercise conducted 

in Germany, May 
15 - Jun. 30, 2014

The Open Doors’ 
Day, an event 

awaited by the 
public

The Romanian 
recconissance 

soldiers, in action

July 20 -  
The Day of 

Aviation and the 
Air Force

The Romanian Armed 
Forces are in the top of 
institutional credibility
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April 23 –  
The Day of the 

Land Forces

MiG 21 
LanceR-s will 

soon be replaced 
with the F16 

fighters 

August 15 - 
The Day of the 

Naval Force

Romanian troops 
during the 

ceremony when the 
national anthem is 

played,  
June, 30, 2014

The Romanian Armed 
Forces are in the top of 
institutional credibility
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R he Romanian Air Force were established in the 
period preceding the First World War, as a result 
of the general interest in the aviation development 
and understanding the upcoming changes in the 

way military operations were to be carried out. In Romania, 
after the first military flight of 1910, small workshops and 
factories were founded in order to manufacture and assemble 
aircraft. The first military flying school was established in 
1912; in 1913 the Military Aeronautics Law regarding the 
Air Force establishment and development became effective 
and in 1915 the Romanian Air Corps was established. Both 
World Wars constituted a catalyst favorable to develop the 
air force. The industrial progress enabled the improvement 
and employment of the weapons so that the war acquired a 
vertical dimension.

The Romanian Armed Forces extended their possibilities 
of carrying out military actions on the enemy order of 
battle. The equipping of the Air Force with modern fighters, 
both from local and foreign manufacturers, enabled the 
Romanian aviation to perform air operations in-depth over 
the enemy territory and provided support to ground and 
naval operations. 

Nowadays, the Air Force represents a fundamental 
component of the national defense system and has an 
important role in accomplishing the armed forces’ missions 
at peace, during crisis or in wartime. By means of its unique 
capabilities, the Air Force ensures air supremacy, contributes 
to the air defense of the alliance common air space, maintains 
the land and naval forces freedom of action and represents an 

effective instrument in managing and removing the effects of 
civil emergencies.

The Air Force is destined to defend the national air space 
and to maintain its integrity at peace, to obtain and preserve 
the control over the strategic air space, to reduce the enemy’s 
military capabilities, as well as to increase the effectiveness 
of the other armed forces that are part the national defense 
system, during crisis and while carrying out joint operations. 
The Air Force also supports the Romanian institutions to 
eliminate the consequences of natural disasters and acts 
during civil emergency situations, providing air surveillance, 
transportation of equipment, medicine and food supplies, 
and air evacuation of injured and sick people out of affected 
areas. 

The missions carried out by the Air Force concerning the 
security, air supremacy and national interests, the protection 
of the territory, population and resources, are part of a wide 
range of actions related to crisis management, collective 
defense and post-conflict actions.

At peacetime, the Air Force perform air policing missions 
in the Romanian air space, thus contributing to the integrity 
of NATO airspace. In order to accomplish these tasks and 
to keep the airspace secure, air surveillance and functions 
are performed. Furthermore, the Romanian Air Force is 
deeply engaged in NATO missions, performs airlift missions 
for the troops deployed in theatres of operations and keeps 
in readiness the aviation, artillery and ground-to-air missile 
and radar units, mostly those available for the alliance, at the 
required readiness level.

The Air Force  
is being modernized
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During crisis and war time the Air Force involvement 
extends according to the threat nature and the forces’ 
situation within the theatre of operations. The missions that 
can be carried out are of great diversity: aerial surveillance, 
air defense, direct air support, air lift, search and rescue, 
including through fight, medical evacuation, fighting against 
the maritime ships and proving support to the special forces 
operations.

At present, the Air Force is going through a modernization 
process, which applies not only to the training process that 
has to be done in accordance with NATO standards, but 
also to the logistic system, aspects that can provide full 
integration into the military structures of the North Atlantic 
Alliance. The aim of this process, started before 2004, in 
the pre-accession period, is to reach the necessary level of 
interoperability and to increase the Romanian presence 
within the NATO/EU-led multinational operations outside 
the national territory, where the interests of our country 
demand it.

The activities conducted by the Air Force led to the 
transformation from a static structure with an excessively 
centralized command and strictly specialized fighting 
elements into a professional, interoperable, deployable force, 
capable of integrating within a multinational group of forces 
and to participate in joint actions in theatres of operations 
outside the national territory. The integration of the 
structures, the efficiency of the training and the upgrading 
existing equipment, the new equipment purchase were a 
priority of the reorganization process, aiming at providing 

the necessary capabilities to reach the short-term objectives 
and tasks fit for the predictions on the specific threat 
evolution in the air field. 

The purchase of modern equipment is a must in order to 
have strong Air Force. A major objective of the acquisition 
plans is to assure the deployment of troops/forces and to 
sustain them within the theatre of operations, with the help 
of a joint logistic support that will accompany each deployed 
unit outside our country. The programs undertaken up to 
the present provided for the national command and control 
system, the upgrading of the airlift aviation with C130 and 
C27 aircraft, the modernization of the aerial surveillance 
system through FPS 117 and TPS 79 radars and the 
enhancement of the action possibilities at low and medium 
height of the ground-based air defense units through the 
procurement of the HAWK systems. Apart of the programs 
that have been already initiated and need to be finalized, 
there are new programs that aim at replacing the MIG21 
LANCER with F16 Viper aircraft and also the purchase of 
the long range ground-based air defence systems.

In conclusion, the Air Force, with more than a century 
of existence, is fully integrated within the reality of the 
Romanian military system, a reality marked by Romania’s 
accession to THE NORTH ATLANTIC ALLIANCE. Today, 
at one century celebration, as part of the most powerful 
collective defense system in the world, the Romanian Air 
Force is being developed within a new concept and acts 
according to the politics stipulated by the Romanian National 
Security Strategy and NATO’s transformation concept.
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A f t e r  R oman i a’s  j o i n i ng 
NATO, the Romanian Naval 
Forces were also object of 
the transformation generated 

by the necessity to fully meet the 
requirements and the standards 
needed to become part of the Alliance.

Once with the diversification of 
the NATO-led missions carried out 
by the ships, efforts were made to 
modernize the weapon systems and of 
the equipment needed to safely carry 
out missions in theaters of operations. 
Thus, onboard of the frigates new 
NATO compatible LINK 11 and 
SATCOM communications systems, 
12,7 mm locally manufactured force 
protection AGIL armament, operating 
s y s te ms  for  t he  s e c ond  R H I B 
onboard, and, extremely important, 
the necessary systems for operating 
the Puma Naval helicopter (securing, 
hangars, fuel replenishment) were 
installed. At the same time, the 
Puma Naval helicopters were fitted 
out with LINK 11 communications 
systems, 12,7 and 7,62 mm armament 
systems, sea rescue means, radar and 
night flight navigation system. In the 
future, the helicopters could also be 

fitted with hydro-acoustic buoys and 
antisubmarine torpedoes. 

h e  Nav a l  Forc e s’  Tr a i n i ng , 
Simulation and Evaluation Center 
was established in 2007 in order to 
implement and run the operational 
and collective training of the ships and 
the crews. The Center is certified by 
the North Atlantic Alliance and uses 
NATO software of tactical simulation 
training (JCATS – Joint Conflict & 
Training Simulation). The simulation 
training of the Naval Forces’ personnel, 
from the ship’s combat team to up 
naval command component maintains 
the training level of the forces with 
minimum costs. The Center has got 
qualified NATO certified personnel, 
able to carry out evaluations and 
certifications of the crews and of the 
ships designated to take part in allied or 
coalition-led missions (NATO – NRF, 
MAREVAL, NATO – JFC).

Through constant training a proper 
readiness level was reached in order 
to deter asymmetric threats. GNFOS 
Special Operations Naval Group 
troops were included in the frigates’ 
crews while accomplishing missions 
assigned outside the border; this led 

to the accomplishment of the boarding 
missions during ATALANTA and 
Active Endeavour operations. 

To rise up to the standards of 
interoperability among the partners 
of the Alliance, the SCOMAR system 
was implemented and employed. It is 
a system that surveys our territorial 
waters and its contiguous areas by 
building a complete recognized image 
of this area to be accessed from onboard 
the ships as well. 

The Romanian Naval Forces pay 
constant attention to implementing 
NATO standardization agreements 
and procedures in all the fields. In this 
context, aerial insertion procedures 
were introduced in the training process 
of the marine battalion in order to 
develop ways of action in lagoon and 
delta environment. 

Common training and exercises 
with the Allies in the Black Sea 
and Dobrogea

One of the key elements was the 
shift from territorial defense in the 
classic and restrictive meaning, to the 
defence and protection of the interests 

The Naval Forces
– Constant Participation in NATO 
Operations at Sea and on Land

The Romanian Naval Forces actively contribute to ensuring Romania’s maritime and river security, to 
promoting and developing naval diplomacy in the Black Sea area and everywhere the Romanian state has 
interests. 

Today, more than 150 years after the establishment of the Romanian Navy by Alexandru Ioan Cuza, we 
continue to adapt our actions to the current security environment through high standards of efficiency, 
transparency and objectivity. 
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of Romania and its NATO allies. 
A l s o,  t h e  n at i on a l  l e g i s l a t i v e 
f r a m e w o r k  w a s  d e v e l o p e d  i n 
accordance with the framework of the 
existing NATO member countries’ 
one, so that currently we are able to 
perform, along with our partners’ 
exercises and assignments as required. 
To maintain permanent contact 
with NATO ships, naval Romanian 
vessels participate in multinational 
exercises with various NATO ships 
which are present in the Black Sea 
and with the SNMCMG-2 and SNMG 
-2 NATO permanent groups from the 
Mediterranean Sea.

As a result  of  the Romanian 
Naval Forces’ development after 
i t s  NATO integrat ion we have 
already participated for eight times 
Operation “Active Endeavour”, once 
in Unif ied Protector Operat ion 
(2011) and once in “Atalanta” (2012) 
Operation, twice in Kosovo KFOR 
(2008, 2009) Peacekeeping Mission 
and have constantly participated in 
NRF or in the theater of operations 
in Afghanistan. Also, Romanian 
officers of the Naval Forces are a 
constant presence in multinational 

headquarters in Europe and in other 
continents.

Modernization of frigates –
fundamental objective for the 
Naval Forces Staff

Romanian Naval Forces’ priorities 
are focused on improving the forces’ 
training in order to fulfill the tasks 
as def ined by the national and 
international security system, the 
continuation of modernization and 
ensuring the necessary resources for the 
scheduled activities.

The frigates modernization program 
is one of the main objectives of the 
Romanian Naval Forces promoted 
since their entry into service of the 
Romanian Naval Forces ten years ago. By 
accomplishing this objective, Romanian 
Navy will have the operational capabilities 
and the action level as assumed to NATO 
and EU, without limitation. The program 
stipulates the strengthening of surface 
and antisubmarine combat capabilities, 
the installing of sensors necessary to fight 
in all three environments, and also the 
modernization of the frigates’ command 
center.

Foreseeing the  development 
programs of modernization the Naval 
Forces’ modernization programs aim 
at revitalizing and upgrading the 
Dolphin submarine and a maritime 
minesweeper to be assigned to the 
NATO Response Force.

“ACTIVE ENDEAVOUR”– the 
proof that the Romanian Naval 
Forces can react to all kinds of 
threats

NATO counterterrorism Operation 
Active Endeavour was initiated in 
October 2001 as NATO’s response to 
the terrorist attacks on the United States 
on September 11, by invoking Article 
5 of the North Atlantic Treaty for the 
first time in the history of the Alliance. 
The main goal of the operation is to 
prevent asymmetric threats in the 
Mediterranean Sea.

By taking turns, the participating 
states in Operation Active Endeavour 
maintain an active presence by 
conducting patrols and monitoring 
activities, control and escort the non- 
military vessels through the Strait of 
Gibraltar. Since April 2003, inspection 
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activities of vessels operations have 
been carried out in order to counter the 
proliferation of weapons and terrorist 
actions.

Once “Regele Ferdinand” and 
“Regina Maria” frigates became part 
of the Romanian Naval Forces in 2004 
and respectively in 2005, the combat 
capability within the naval field increased; 
this allowed Romania to contribute to 
the joint effort of the Alliance in the 
operation, by demonstrating the ability 
to respond to all kinds of threats to the 
regional and global stability.

During the eight participations of 
the frigates in the Operation Active 
Endeavour (“Regele Ferdinand” 
frigate in 2005, 2007, 2008, 2010, and 
“Regina Maria” frigate in 2006, 2009, 
2011, 2013), they proved perfectly 
interoperable with those of the Alliance, 
while the Romanian soldiers proved to 
be as prepared as the troops belonging 
of the most experienced countries, by 
performing professionally all spectrum 
of specific missions. 

The Romanian soldiers’ activity 
has been appraised both by the ships’ 
commanders of the operation and 
NATO military and civilian individuals. 

Beside the activities that were 
part of the operation, the Romanian 
ships carried out common activities, 
multinational exercises and naval 
representation and diplomacy activities, 
thus contributing to rendering a 
positive image of Romania within the 

international naval community as well 
as in the neighboring countries. 

Currently,  we are witnessing 
the transition of Operation “Active 
Endeavour” from a platform-based-type 
operation (ships/aircrafts) to a network-
based operation. Within this network, 
the permanently deployed forces will 
be replaced by a system which lowers 
the funding requirements by efficiently 
using the surveillance capabilities and 
exchange of information. Also, efforts are 
made for strengthening the cooperation 
with non-NATO countries as well as 
with international organizations in order 
to get a better image of the maritime 
situation in real time. 

In this respect, forces will be made 
available, to be deployed to other 
theaters of operations or areas of 
interest, this being a new challenge for 
the Naval Forces. 

By taking part in NATO and EU-led 
naval operations (starting with 2005), 
the Naval Forces displayed both their 
capability to carry out the missions as 
assumed within the Alliance and the 
potential to defend Romania’s interests 
in other theatres of operations. Thus, 
the Naval Forces prove that the military 
naval fleet has taken important steps 
in changing from a coast force into a 
deployable and self-sustainable one.

IAR 330 Puma 
Naval Helicopters 

in action

“Regele Ferdinand” 
frigate’s crew at 
its return from 

mission
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E stablished in 1917, the Department for Armaments 
changed its name and its organizational structure 
for 12 times since 2001 (from the “Ministry of War 
Material” into the “Ministry of Armament” or from 

the “Procurement General Directorate” into the ”Department 
for Defence Production and Armed forces’ Equipping” etc.), 
by constantly adapting to the Romanian Armed Forces 
procurement requirements generated by the reorganization 
and downsizing process. 

Following this process, the organizational structure 
of the Romanian armed forces’ 
procurement ser vice had a 
complex dynamics, reaching its 
peak in 1938-1944, when (beside 
the procurement’s leadership and 
management military structure), 
it comprised specialized factories 
and plants designated to supply 
the war production. 

A l o n g  t h e  t i m e ,  t h e 
procurement structure  was 
commanded by general officers, 
a d m i r a l s  a n d  w e l l - k n ow n 
politicians such as Vintilă I.C. Brătianu, between 1917 and 
1918, and Gheorghe Tătărescu, over 1934-1937.

Since 1970, the Department for Armaments has been 
coordinating the national defence industry; the numerous 
working years of the defence procurement structures, 
research institutes and economic agents materialized in 
quite a number of armament and military equipment 
systems.

The place and role of the Department for Armaments can 
be defined by means of two important missions: regulating 
the acquisition field within the Ministry of National Defence 
and ensuring the procurement programs management with 
armaments systems and major equipment. As part of the 
first mission, the Department for Armaments introduced 
the defense acquisition integrated management system; as 
part of the second mission, it modernized the regulations in 

the field by bringing in the management into the programs 
that approach the procurement of major armaments and 
equipment in an integrated manner by using the life cycle 
total cost.

The Department for Armaments acts in the following 
main areas of activity:

a. develop and coordinate the acquisition policies within 
the Ministry of National Defence (MoND);

b. manage the MoND relations with the defence industry;
c. ensure the management of the procurement programs 

with armaments systems and 
major equipment;

d. ensure management of the 
public acquisition contracts for the 
procurement programs;

e. coordinate the research and 
development activities;

f .  plan and conduct the 
international cooperation activities 
in the armament field;

g. provide quality assurance to 
the military equipment suppliers;

h. coordinate the metrology 
and technical standardization;

i. ensure the specific control to the special products’ 
import and export.

Ensuring a thoughtful management of the acquisition 
resources allocated for the equipping and modernization 
programs during budget constraints, already well-known 
by anyone, is the challenge faced by the Department for 
Armaments. 

The priorities of the Department for Armaments 
derive from the ones established at the MoND level: 
make the necessary acquisitions required to support the 
deployed forces in the theaters of operations, respect 
the commitments of the Romanian Armed Forces at 
multinational level, adapt and harmonize the MoND 
regulations on the acquisition policies with the existing 
ones at national and international levels and efficiently 

The Acquisitions initiated for  
respecting the International  
Commitments made by Romania – 
Priority of the Procurement Policy

The Department for Armaments 
is a modern structure, with clear 
responsibilities set in the equipment 
development and procurement 
field, which is currently adapting to 
the latest needs of the Romanian 
Armed Forces, generated by the 
reorganization and restructuring 
process they have been going 
through during the integration into 
the Alliance structures. 
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implement the management control in the integrated 
management system of defence acquisition. 

The main acquisition programs run through the 
Department for Armaments:

Ø C-27J SPARTAN – MEDIUM SIZED MILITARY  
    TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT

C-27 J Spartan is a 2-engine short/medium-sized 
military transport aircraft, developed based on G.222-type 
by replacing the engines and improving the main systems’ 
performance. 

C-27 J Spartan is a 2-engine short/medium-sized military 
transport aircraft whose operational role is to conduct tactical 
airlift missions with maximum efficiency by using the most 
modern navigation, communications and self-protection 
measures.

Ø HAWK XXI GROUND-TO-AIR MISSILE SYSTEM

The HAWK missile system is meant to ensure the air 
defence for medium distances against the targets flying at low 
and medium heights, in any weather conditions. 

The HAWK system currently equipping the Romanian 
Armed Forces is configured after HAWK PIP III and is to be 
upgraded to HAWK XXI.

Ø THE ARMORED PERSONNEL CARRIER  
     PIRANHA IIIC

 The Armored Personnel Carrier PIRANHA IIIC provides 
for the following capabilities: increased mobility, on normal 
and made-up roads, on ground and water; troops’ protection 
against the splinters, bullets, light infantry armament and 
CBRN weapons’ effects; rapid embarkment – disembarkment 
of the crew (both static or in movement); adequate fire power 
for self-defence and support of the disembarked infantry 
action.

In order to develop the aforementioned capabilities, 
PIRANHA IIIC 8x8 APC is made up of the following sub-
systems:

1. Vehicle subsystem: chassis, engine, signal and braking 
elements, tyre pumping up installation in movement, filtering 
and ventilation installation, etc etc.

2. Armaments subsystems: armament, fire guidance 
system, turret.

3. Aiming, observance and driving subsystem: day and 
night vision equipment.

4. Communications and Information technology integrated 
subsystem: voice and data communications, clear and/
or secured, radar stations with jamming and interception 
protection, own protection data, computation equipment, 
software command and control applications.
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5. Protection subsystem: armored protection (ballistic, 
anti-mine, against improvised explosive device), ADMCBRN 
protection (mass-destruction weapons, chemical, biological, 
radiological, nuclear), fire, phonic and thermo protection, 
warning equipment at laser and radar illumination, 
concealment elements.

Ø LAROM ARTILLERY SYSTEM

LAROM system is designated to hit the enemy’s depth 
targets, with a 45 km maximum range (in case of LAR MK4 
reactive hit). The system was developed by modernizing the 
122 mm APRA-40 reactive projectile launcher.

LAROM system can use both 122 mm GRAD reactive 
rounds and the 160 mm LAR MK4 reactive ones for the 
accomplishment of different missions.

LAROM system is made up of the following main 
subsystems: battalion CPs; DAC 6x6 chassis launchers, 
equipped with MAN D 2866 engine; loading and 
Transportation Vehicles (LTV); LTV for logistic support; 
weather forecast station with radar-theodolite; ACCS – 
Artillery Command and Control Center which allows 
corrections between the launcher, the outpost and 
command post observer, taking into account the weather 
parameters. 

Ø IAR 330 PUMA NAVAL HELICOPTER –  
     “2B” Configuration

Puma Naval Helicopter, embarked onboard of 22-
type frigates, is designated to accomplish the following 
missions: reconnaissance, monitoring and transmission 
of tactical data to the ship; anti-submarine fighter; 
combating illegal trafficking at sea; search and rescue 
missions at sea.

“2B” configuration of Puma Naval Helicopter includes 
the following: automated identification system of “AIS”–
type ships, integrated with multifunctional tactical 
console; radar hydro-acoustic buoy-systems for submarine 

detection, integrated with multifunctional tactical console; 
light torpedo launching installation; additional releasable 
fuel tanks.

The logistic support is optimized in order to be employed 
on the frigate with a minimum number of technical 
personnel and measurement and control devices, with 
reduced maintenance costs.

The support given by the Department for Armaments to 
local economic agents in the reorganization, modernization, 
privatization process of the defence industry will consist 
mainly in: involving the Romanian companies operating in 
this field of activity, as much as possible as product integrators 

in the main procurement and acquisition programs; 
encouraging the participation of these companies in the 
acquisition programs that are to be initiated;  supporting 
the participation of the economic agents in the acquisition 
contracts-compensation operations in accordance with the 
legislation in force; promote the products and image of 
the defence national industry by organizing/participating 
in certain international exhibitions (EXPOMIL, BSDA), 
seminars, conferences, etc; support the Ministry of Economy 
in developing the strategies and norms referring to the 
defence industry.

The Department for Armaments aims at strengthening 
the bilateral relations in the technical and military fields with 
NATO member countries and partner states as well as with 
other states, thus contributing to an enhanced international 
cooperation in the armaments field.
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The Defense  
Intelligence Activity 
in a Decade  
of Transformation

D uring the 10 years since 
joining the North-Atlantic 
Alliance, Romania has played 
an active role within NATO, 

engaging in significant areas of interest 
aimed at strengthening transatlantic 
security: the missile defense system, the 
energy security and last but not least, 
the intelligence field. 

R o m a n i a n  A r m e d  F o r c e s ’ 
transformation process, alongside 
NATO transformat ion and the 
specific developments related to the 
European Security and Defense Policy 
have implied a reshaping of the 
defense intelligence activity and its 
components, as a distinct and defining 
part of the national defense and 
security through its function of early 
warning in order to avoid strategic 
surprise. 

To support such requirement, 
the Defense Intelligence General 
Directorate (DIGD) has constantly 
adapted its mechanisms and procedures 
needed to accomplish its missions 
according to the NATO and European 
Union standards. 

Structural and functional remodeling 
of the defense intelligence system has 
undergone three consecutive stages 
during the past 10 years: 
• Setting up a defense intelligence 

system, namely flexible and modular 
intelligence, counterintelligence and 
military structures, able to achieve 
the national security tasks that were 
also integrated into the NATO and 
EU operational planning process;

• Developing real time intelligence 
sharing, at both national and 

allied level, based on a reliable and 
relevant intelligence system;

• The development of intelligence 
support structures, comprising 
HUMINT, IMINT and SIGINT 
capabi l i t i es  put  at  common 
disposal, as well as the fusion 
of data collection and analysis 
competences.
The principles of transformation 

aimed at enhancing the flexibility, 
the operational-informational and 
support structures’ contribution, 
raising the adjusting capability and 
increasing interoperability of DIGD 
within the National Intelligence 
Community, asserting its role through 
noteworthy contributions and taking 
part in different national programs or 
bilateral protocols. 

Against this background, during 
the past few years certain significant 
events took place, related to the defense 
intelligence activity: NATO HUMINT 
Center of Excellence (HCoE) in Oradea 
has become operational, the Military 
Intelligence Brigade in Buzau has been 
established and the Special Operations 
Brigade has been created in Targu 
Mures.

NATO HUMINT Center  
of Excellence

Benefiting from an acknowledged 
experience in the field, demonstrated 
in different theatres of operations 
(Kosovo, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Iraq and Afghanistan), Romania has 
stated its availability to assume full 
responsibility for establishing and 

hosting the HCoE, the first steps in this 
direction being made in 2005. 

On 16th of March 2010, the HCoE 
became operational, this milestone 
marking the finalization of a key project 
meant to support the transformation 
process of the Alliance in the field 
of military intelligence. The center’s 
coming into being reflects the trust and 
reputation gained by the Romanian 
Armed Forces and the HUMINT 
national capabilities among the allied 
states.

The capabilit ies provided by 
the HCoE domain are premises for 
Romania to play a vital and unique 
role in the present NATO HUMINT 
architecture.  The center has an 
ambitious program, based on 4 main 
pillars: Education and training, Lessons 
learned and analysis, Doctrine and 
standards, Concept development and 
experimentation. These sections consist 
in a series of courses, conferences, 
working groups that focus on HUMINT 
topics and related areas in order to 
support the prerequisite framework to 
develop specific tactics, techniques and 
procedures. 

It is intended that HCoE - through 
its program and planned activities - 
will consolidate its position and will be 
the spearhead of all major HUMINT 
initiatives within the Alliance. Such 
endeavour will materialize through 
the development and promotion of 
new policies, concepts and strategies, 
in order to improve the operational 
capabilities and in the end, to achieve 
the interoperability requirements in the 
HUMINT domain.
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“Mareşal Alexandru Averescu” 
Military Intelligence Brigade

In September 2010,  another 
important event for the Romanian 
Armed Forces and the Alliance took 
place: the establishing of the Military 
Intelligence Brigade, as a result of 
grouping HUMINT, IMINT, EW and 
SIGINT battalions. 

Main tasks of the brigade consist 
of: The intelligence preparation of 
the battlefield at operational and 
tactical levels, and by default, ensuring 
the interoperability with NATO 
intelligence structures; Generating and 
regenerating the military intelligence 
elements required to augment the 
military structures at the operational 
and tactical levels, as well as the 
proper staffing of the structures made 
available to NATO and EU, according 
to the assumed tasks; Providing 
support to other structures belonging 
to the national defense system, by 
using the existing military intelligence 
capabilities; Counterintelligence 
support for the Brigade’s missions and 
personnel in and outside the country as 
well as when participating in missions 
conducted in the theatres of operations.

The brigade’s existence is  in 
accordance with the stipulations of 
the new National Defense Strategy 
(2010) which emphasizes the need for 
building up proper anticipation and 
response capabilities. From this point 
of view, the most important benefits are 
as follows:
• Increasing DIGD capability to 

counteract the new internal and 
external challenges against national 
security;

• Taking part in international 
cooperation formats in the field of 
military intelligence as required by 
Romania’s membership to NATO 
and EU; 

• Ensuring a unitary coordination 
of the military intelligence activity 
in the theatres of operations where 
the Romanian Armed Forces take 
part;

• Enabling real time intelligence 
sharing, at both national and 
allied level, based on a reliable and 
relevant intelligence system;

• Capitalizing on the accumulated 
experience of earlier structures – 
HUMINT, IMINT, EW and SIGINT 
battalions – especially following the 

participation in Afghanistan, Iraq 
and Western Balkans theatres of 
operations;

• Increasing compatibility with 
NATO states’ intelligence services.

6th Special Operations Brigade 
“Mihai Viteazu” 

The 6th Special Operations Brigade 
“Mihai Viteazu” in Targu Mures is a 
unique type of military unit within 
the Romanian Armed Forces. It was 
formed on 25 October 2011 by the 
transformation of the former  1st 
Special Operations Regiment into the 
Special Operations Brigade. Setting 
up this unit contributed to increasing 
the prominence of the fighting units 
within the Romanian Armed Forces 
and was part  of  NATO general 
requirement to counter asymmetric 
threats.

By establishing these structures, 
the Romanian Armed Forces, their 
partners within the Alliance and the 
commanders at all echelons benefit 
from multi-source intelligence support, 
required at peace time, crisis or war 
situations.

Special Operations 
Forces, at the Parade 

organized on Romania’s 
National Day
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T he Communications and Information Technology 
Command is the communications and information 
technology structure functioning at operative level, 
subordinated to the General Staff. It is designated 

to implement, exploit and maintain the communications and 
information technology system at strategic level, necessary for 
the operational and administrative command of the Romanian 
Armed Forces at peace, in crisis and wartime situations.

The transformation process of the Communications 
and Information Technology Command after Romania’s 
accession to NATO consisted in shaping its structures and 
capabilities so that it could properly accomplish its complex 
tasks of enabling connections. From this perspective, the best 
solutions have been searched to achieve optimal structural-
organizational performance for the Command.

Currently, the Communications and Information 
Technology Command participates, under the coordination 
of Communications and Information Technology Directorate 
(CID), in the national capabilities development by conducting 
activities associated with the implementation process of 
Capability Targets: STATIC NETWORKS, DEPLOYABLE 
NETWORKS, INFORMATION SECURITY AND CYBER 
DEFENCE.

The result of the above mentioned transformations, at 
national level, enabled the establishment and hosting on 
Romanian territory of the deployable NATO CIS Module – 
DCM “E” of NATO 2nd Signal Battalion. Consequently, on 1st 
July, 2010, in the barracks of the 48 Strategic Communications 
and Information Technology Center, NATO DCM “E” was 
activated, the only structure of its kind in the Romanian 
Armed Forces, exclusively manned with Romanian personnel, 
which became operational at the end of 2011.

Also, in 2013, one military from NATO DCM “E” 
participated to NCIA SMD Enterprise in Mons, Belgium, 
in order to improve the centralized management of the 
ACTIVE FENCE operation.

During the missions, the militaries of the module 
succeeded in substantially improving the equipment 
protection in case of electrical power fluctuations, created 

back-up procedures for NIRIS (Networked Interoperable 
Real-time Information Services) server and for other 
subsystems within the local network, improved the 
maintenance procedures of the equipments, provided an 
excellent communications support to the American batteries 
(“amazing” as LTC John L. Dawber wrote, their commander, 
in a message addressed to NATO CIS Group).

In 2010, the Communications and Information 
Technology Command was nominated as the structure 
responsible for the selection and training of the personnel 
who would man the deployable communications and 
information technology modules /MCID installed in 
Afghanistan theater of operations, since 2011.

In  t he  s ame p ol i t i c a l -mi l i t ar y  context ,  t he 
Communications and Information Technology Command 
installed, operated and maintained the communications and 
information technology system of the Operational Command 
Centre (OCC) to provide for the operational command 
over the contingents deployed in Afghanistan theater of 
operations. During the 6 month missions, the militaries from 
the communications and information technology deployable 
modules installed in Afghanistan theater of operations 
successfully accomplished their tasks.

The Communications and Information Technology 
Command is an active and yearly participant in the major 
multinational or bilateral NATO/ EU exercises, such 
as: “Combined Endeavor”, “Rousofex”, “Herald Hermes”, 
“Danube Guard” , “ROUEX”, “MILREX”, “Jackal Stone”, 
“Steadfast Cathode”, “Able Staff “ etc; since it’s been rendered 
operational, the NATO DCM “E” has scored very good 
results in multinational exercises, as: “Steadfast Indicator”, 
“Steadfast Jazz” , “Steadfast Cobalt”, “Trident Jaguar”.

Nowadays, the Communications and Information 
Technology Command is interested in participating in the 
Smart Defense concept, as part of the project CIS e-Learning 
Training Centres Network, contributing to the national CIS 
specialists’ training by using IT means in the e-learning 
process with CISCO Academy from the Communications 
and Informatics Training Center “Decebal” in Sibiu.

NATO Designated Deployable  
Communications Module – 
Manned with Romanian Soldiers

In 2012, the Deployable NATO CIS Module – DCM “E” was deployed to Afghanistan theater of operations 
to provide communications and information technology support to the Command Point of the International 
Security Assistance Force from Afghanistan (ISAF) in Kabul and in 2013, 11 troops from NATO DCM “E” 
participated in ACTIVE FENCE operation in Turkey.
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A special attention is paid to the development of capabilities 
required for the Ku-band and X-band satellite links (fixed and 
mobile stations) is shown. Currently, the satellite flows used 
to ensure the links with the country for the detachments 
that participate in missions in the theater of operations are 
provided by civilian commercial operators (Ku band).

In November 2013, the Anchor Station project was 
completed and commissioned in Ku-band. Also, in 
November 2013, the acceptance and homologation test for 
the satellite truck of the military subordinated units (X and 
Ku-bands) was completed.

To accomplish all the tasks, the Communications and 
Information Technology Command will get deeply involved 
in achieving the main goals of the Communications and 
Information Technology System of the Romanian Army/
SCIAR modernization and optimization, as follows:
•  providing the technological and information technology 

support for political-military consultations at national 
and NATO level;

•  planning and execution of missions that require 
cooperation with structures within the Defence, Public 
Order and National Security System and with the civilian 
ones, in crisis situations or in case of natural disasters;

•  development, implementation and interconnection of 
integrated C4ISR systems with an adequate performance, 
interoperability and efficiency level sufficient to allow 
the force structure to properly assess the situation, plan 
and execute missions at all levels (tactical, operative and 
strategic);

•  taking the necessary measures to protect systems and 
information by implementing the concepts;

•  distribution on two stages, on short and medium term, 
according to NATO C3 Board approach (NC3A – NATO 
Command, Control and Consultation Board) for its own 
transformation, thus ensuring a consistent approach 
and the possibility of simultaneous and comparative 
assessment;

•  creating an information exchange 
environment  where  data  and 
services are visible, accessible, usable 
and protected, with emphasis on 
deployable capabilities;

•  protecting both the network and 
information infrastructure and 
processed information, whether 
handled or stored, by using proper 
procedures and information security and cyber defense 
measures, including capabilities for detection and response 
to CERT (Computer Emergency Response Team) security 
incidents;

•  establishing / defining a mechanism for the governing 
(coordination, direction) the whole process, particularly 
the CIS/C4ISR decision-making one, monitoring 
the performance and investment results in the field, 
coordinating and monitoring the organizational 
transformation processes (organizational culture, 
information management, management of system risks, 
operation and security, training, programming, budgeting 
risks etc.). 

Soldiers from the Deployable NATO CIS Module/
DCM “E” participate in the arrival ceremony from 

the Afghanistan mission, Otopeni, August 22, 2012

Radar wheeled 
station with Harris 
frequency hopping
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T he Joint Logistic Command (JLC) is to subordinated 
the General Staff ’s whose main mission is to provide 
logistic support to all the Romanian Armed Forces, 
at peace, crisis and wartime (the third and the 

fourth line of logistic support).
The main responsibilities that belong to the JLC and its 

subordinate units are, without being limited to, the following: 
materiel management, acquisition of goods and services, 
according to the competencies, their distribution, providing 
logistic support to the forces participating in missions abroad 
and also to the Central Structures of the Ministry of National 
Defence, building up and managing the stocks, ensuring the 
maintenance of military equipment that is property of the 
Romanian Armed Force, collecting, storing and rendering 
profitable the excess and atypical equipment or the one 
whose life cycle ended.

In order to accomplish these responsibilities, the JLC uses 
logistic military bases and also its own supply, acquisition 
and maintenance structures, featuring the most lucrative 
organizational settlement that provides a secured control and 
guarantees the best logistic support and a full-time security 
of the managed goods.

These aspects are proved by an objective analysis of the 
results obtained by the JLC and of measures taken by this 
structure to bring and maintain the Romanian Armed Forces’ 
logistics at the standards imposed by Romania’s membership 
to NATO, the international organization our country joined 
in 2004, especially due to the efforts made in the military 
field.

In this line, a materiel transportation company was 
established in 2013, which is being rendered operational, and 
a similar structure is planned to be established during 2014.

Each of these companies is able to transport bulk materials, 
containerized goods, fuel and water in 24 hours, over a distance 
of 300 kilometers. They were designed to transfer stocks from 
the warehouses on the fourth line of logistic support, to the 
logistic support units of the joint forces.

Also, the JLC commander plans to take action to establish 
two mobile maintenance sections, each of them containing 
an evacuation team.

The need of accomplish the NATO membership 
responsibilities is also completed by the management team 
of railway operation which was established in 2013 and is to 
be assigned to NATO starting with 2016.

The NATO membership and the obligations assumed by 
our country in the Alliance generated the decision to deploy 
elements of US missile defence system on our country’s 
territory, at Deveselu. At this moment, JLC has a highly 
active and important role in rendering operational the base 
located in that area, by focusing a big part of its material and 
human resources, in order to accomplish this mission.

Another mission of the JLC is rendering operational a 
movement control team and the National Support Element, 
in order to provide the logistic support to the Romanian 
forces deployed in current operations and for NATO 
Response Package of Forces.

At present, JLC provides logistic support to the Romanian 
forces deployed in Afghanistan theater of operations, through 
the National Support Element from this area of operations, 
in order to sustain the withdrawal of the Romanian troops 
at the end of 2014.

The Joint Logistic Command –  
Active Role in rendering  
Deveselu Base Operational

Minister of 
National 
Defence, 

Mircea Duşa, 
at Deveselu 

Base,  
April 18, 

2013
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Furthermore, in order to implement the Romanian 
Government’ Decision No. 445 of April 10, 2013, which 
refers to establishing the legal framework for encoding 
the defence military materiel and also for meeting the 
implementation requirements required to implement the 
NATO Codification System, the JLC coordinates the activity 
of National Codification Office. A recent achievement of this 
structure was the funding of NATO codification software 
with $ 150.000, non-reimbursable.

In the perspective of multinational initiatives Smart 
Defence/NATO and Pooling & Sharing/EU, the JLC 
was tasked to participate in the development of the 
following high novelty projects: Contract Visibility Tool, 
Deployable Contract Specialist Group, Pooling and Sharing 
Multinational Medical Treatment Facility (Smart Defence), 
and Multinational Medical Modular Unit – M3U (Pooling 
& Sharing).

It should be noted that, for 2014, the JLC has already 
planned the funds required for its participation in working 
group meetings that discus the development of the initiatives: 
Deployable Contract Specialist Group (participation in two 
meetings), Pooling and Sharing Multinational Medical 
Treatment Facility (participation in one meeting) and 
Multinational Medical Modular Unit – M3U (participation 
in one meeting).

Beyond these plans and recent achievements on the 
establishment/making operational the necessary structures, 
the JLC has initiated a project that will significantly reduce 
the budgetary effort, namely: the project of the military 
tailor’s workshop.

The idea is based on the territorial principle, which 
stipulates that each Service of the Romanian Armed Forces 

will manage one tailor’s workshop, located in its area of 
responsibility.

The JLC is going to have one tailor’s workshop in Bucharest, 
in order to provide the military units from the capital city and 
its adjacent counties with the necessary uniforms.

The project stipulates that the JLC tailor’s workshop 
manufactures of 40% of all items of equipment required, and 
20% of required items are to be made in the tailor’s workshops 
managed by the Services, the difference of 40% representing 
items of equipment provided through acquisitions. 

The project was initiated in 2012, stagnated in 2013 
because of the reorganization of JLC, and now it was 
resumed, solutions for manning specialized personnel 
being searched and procurement procedures of necessary 
equipments being initiated.

At the same time, the JLC has undertaken, with the 
support of the Logistics Directorate, the necessary steps 
for regulating the activity of military tailor’s workshops in 
the Ministry of National Defence, at this time, the projects 
for the functioning and management of the military tailor’s 
workshops are developed and are pending for approval.

The development of manufacturing capacities of military 
tailor’s workshops, together with the Service for Inspection, 
Testing and Technical Specifications Development for the 
Logistic Materiel, in order to equip the Romanian Army’s 
graduates, is the first serious application of this project.

2014 is an important year for JLC, as the process of 
reorganization will continue closely related with its tasks and 
duties, without stopping the major activities initiated in the 
past, which are still of major importance in the present.

Thus, the JLC will continue reducing the excess and 
atypical materiel, both obsolete and inherited from the 
Communist era, which is presently no longer useful to the 
Romanian Armed Forces and occupy large storage spaces, 
this way avoiding the allocation of additional funds for its 
maintenance and storage.

Furthermore, the JLC will continue to be the interface 
with CN Romtehnica SA, in order to capitalize these assets, 
to obtain considerable amount of funds to the budget and 
to achieve a flexible and storage network adapted to the 
current needs of the Romanian Armed Forces, taking into 
account that, in 2013, this structure held the supremacy in 
the cashing domain.

The National Support 
Element provided 
logistic support to 

the Romanian troops 
from Afghanistan

Military tailor shops – 
an ambitious project 
initiated by the Joint 

Logistic Command
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The Armed Forces 
timely intervene  
in Special Emergency 
Situations

T he hazardous geophysics, 
m e t e o r o l o g i c a l  a n d 
hydrological  phenomena 
associated with those from 

other threats such as terrorism, 
organized crime or cross border 
smuggling depicts a part of the 
threats against national security 
nowadays. 

At the same time, crisis situations in 
which certain national or international 
actors are involved are caused by 
disruptive factors from political, 
economical, social, military, terrorism 
and cultural fields or by extreme 
meteorological  phenomena and 
represent fundamental threats against 
the human and material security 
values, with profound implications on 
organizational and functional working 
systems. 

In this line, as part of Emergencies 
Management National System, the 
Ministry of National Defense has 
developed its  own inst itut ional 
organizational framework based on 
specific regulations that can provide 
for the preparation and commitment 
of forces and means designated 
to support the local and public 
authorities; their main task is to save 
lives and limit destructive effects 
generated by natural hazards and 
human actions.

The importance of Romanian 
Armed Forces emergency interventions 

i s  shown by  t he  l as t  ten-ye ar 
evaluation, starting with the 2005 
flooding and continuing with the 
decisive interventions in support 
of the population affected by the 
calamities produced by 2006, 2008, 
2010, 2012, 2013 and 2014 heavy 
rains. 

To be more specific we have to 
mention the 2012-2013 year in which 
the Romanian Armed Forces carried 
out a number of 936 interventions 
supported by 11,105 troops and 
1517 ground, air and naval technical 
assets. The troops were supplemented 
by 1,000 troops and 50 technical 
assets constituted in intervention 
d e t a c h m e nt s  a n d  o p e r a t i o n a l 
command and coordination task 
groups. The fulfilled tasks had been 
prioritized to evacuate, to execute 
transport by air, land and sea and to 
rescue people in danger. 

The continuous command and 
coordination act of the interventions 
had been fulfilled at central level 
by the minister of national defense 
and chief of General Staff, while the 
main role in taking the decisions 
and implementing the appropriate 
measures was fulfilled by the National 
Military Command Centre (Nucleus) 
which managed the exchange of 
information with the structures in 
charge with the risks generating the 
emergency situations.

The military aviation acted to 
repatriate the Romanians from 
Libya, Montenegro, France and 
to bring back the Ukrainian 
injured people to Bucharest

The Romanian Armed Forces 
have constantly participated in the 
humanitarian actions conducted by the 
state institutions and local authorities 
whenever peoples’ lives were in danger 
following natural disasters or accidents. 

The Air Force personnel is steadily 
getting ready either in order to carry 
out their air mission or to act in for 
those who were injured due to sever 
natural damages.

The events occurred during the 
last years emphasized the advantages 

The National Military Command Center coordinates the humanitarian 
flights, the flood and snow clearing interventions and liaises with the 
local authorities.
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of the employment of the military 
aircrafts in support of the population 
affected by the foods and heavy 
snow drops or for the transportation 
of the sick people or of the victims 
of the collective accidents.  The 
readiness level, mobility and the cargo 
transport aircraft made our aircraft or 
helicopters play an important part 
in saving human lives in due time. 
During 2011-2014, the Air Force 
airlift aircraft have carried out 39 
missions out of which 15 abroad and 
have performed 206 flights for the 
repatriation of Romanian citizens 
residing or the transportation of the 
people that were victims of accidents.

T h e  a i rc r a f t  o f  t h e  9 0  A i r 
Transport  Base repatr iated 500 

Romanian  c i t i zens  res id ing  in 
the conflict area in Libya (during 
February to March 2011) and carried 
certain goods offered by our country 
to help the population affected by the 
2011 earthquake in Turkey. 

A l s o ,  t h e  R o m a n i a n  A i r 
Force performed a f light for the 
e m e rge n c y  hu m an i t ar i an  h e lp 
offered to the Syrian refugees in the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. The 
Romanian aircraft brought back 
from Montenegro 18 Romanian 
dead people and 29 injured persons 
following the 2013 crash as well as 34 
casualties from Toulon-road accident, 
in France. 

The same year the Romanian 
aircraft transported 7 new born 

babies to Hanover hospital, Germany 
and brought back 12 wounded people 
in Ukraine, from Kiev to Bucharest 
hospitals. 

To sum up there were other 100 
missions with 201 flights add to these 
aforementioned missions to evacuate 
distressed people but also to carry 
goods for the population affected by 
the closed or restricted roads due to 
massive snowfalls or floods of January 
and February 2012.

At that time, a real aerial bridge was 
made up to enable the transportation 
of food and other goods from the 
col lecting points established in 
Timisoara, Brasov and Bucharest to the 
airfields and airports neighboring the 
hard-hit areas.

The Romanian military and 
SMURD act together for the 

rescuing of the Romanian 
citizens’ lives  
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The Marines fight the  
heavy snowfalls

At the beginning of 2014, the 
Romanian Naval Forces soldiers, 
following the requests of the local 
authorit ies ,  helped the af fected 
population in terms of removing 
the snow from the access roads 
and households inhabited by old 
and immobilized people. They also 
cleared the access routes between 
c i t i es ,  and  prov ided  for  fo o d, 
medicines and water transportation. 
They  a lso  inter vened on r iver 
waterways in the Danube Delta. 
The Romanian Naval Forces disaster-

relief contingent comprises a number 
of 180 soldiers, 55 technical means 
for  snow clear ing inter vent ion 
and a river tug belonging to the 
Logist ic  Department in Tulcea. 
As a response to the requests of the 
local authorities, a number of 160 
sailors helped the affected population, 
from Brăila and Tulcea, at the end of 
January by removing the snow from 
the access roads and households 
i n h a b i t e d  b y  o l d  o r  i s o l a t e d 
population.

In the same time of the year, 
the marines of 307 Infantry Marine 
Battalion from Babadag transported 
food and acted to clear the access road 

towards the Social Care Center and 
Old-aged People Asylum from Zebil, 
Tulcea County.

The Joint Logistic Command,  
in humanitarian missions

The Joint Logistic Command (JLC), 
structure of the Ministry of National 
Defence, mobilized its forces and 
resources in support of the distressed 
population and proved once again 
that, although its primary mission is 
providing combat logistics support, it 
is also capable to act in humanitarian 
missions.

Thus, at the beginning of 2012, 
the JLC executed in support and 
at the request of local authorities, 
snow clearing missions to clear the 
communication routes, released people 
and vehicles from the heavy snowfalls 
release, distributed food and tea for 
people trapped in the snow, transported 
food and clothes from collection 
centers opened by the JLC and other 
structures to settlements affected by 
heavy snowfalls, and participated in 
extinguishing fire missions.

During 2012, tens of intervention 
missions were executed, hundreds of 
people were involved, tens of technical 
means were used and tons of food and 
clothing were provided to the civilian 

The special cutter, 
especially manufactured 

with military forces 
and means by the Joint 

Logistic Command 

The soldiers help 
building a bridge 
destroyed by the 

floods from Vâlcea 
County, May 27, 2014
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population living in 137 localities 
affected by snowfalls. 

At the beginning of 2014, because 
of the same weather conditions, 
following the requests of the local 
authorities, of JLC’s subordinated 
s t r u c t u r e s  c o n d u c t e d  s e v e r a l 
inter vent ion act ions ,  involving 
hundreds of soldiers and 44 vehicles. 
These interventions consisted in 
identifying and evacuating the injured 
civilian population, ensuring the 
viability of access roads, supporting 
the population from the isolated 
settlements, and ensuring the safe 
transportation of forces that have 
participated in snow removal missions.

In the same period, as a result of 
faulty electric wiring at a sanatorium 
located in the countryside, the JLC 
forces participated in the evacuation of 
patients and sanatorium personnel.

It should be noted that at snow 
removal activities conducted earlier 
this year, a special cutter has been used, 
which was integrally manufacturated 
through forces and means of the 
JLC’s specialized subordinated units. 
This device consists of two rotating 
elements and a throwing snow turbine 
that can be mounted on dump trucks 
or DAC 665T trucks and was created to 
facilitate snow removal with the aid of 
the military equipments.

The latest  inter vent ion that 
JLC attended was carried out this 
spring. The intervention took place 
at the request of Dâmboviţa County 
Emergency Council, in order to provide 
the population from Aninoasa village 
with drinking water.

But the JLC did not intervene 
only in extreme situations caused by 
extreme weather events. One of the 
most representative examples is the 
humanitarian intervention from 2011 
in a children and old people’s summer 
camp where a huge fire burst and tore 
down the buildings of the non-profit 
organization Pro Vita. 

In this case, the MoND answered 
the request of the local authorities by 

organizing two convoys who delivered 
food, crockery, clothing, medicines, 
mineral water and food to almost 400 
people.

The goods transported to the 
children and old people’s summer camp 
were donated by the JLC’s personnel, 
which showed generosity and cohesion 
in the national effort of supporting 
people in need.

To conclude with, the Romanian 
troops are permanently prepared 
to  inter vene in  suppor t  of  the 
population affected by the different 
types of emergency situations as well 
as to participate in humanitarian 
actions with the aim of saving human 
lives.

Several people injured in 
Kiev confrontations were 

brought to Otopeni on 
March 1, 2014

Many areas from 
Romania were 

severely affected last 
autumn  

by the floods

Romania offered 
assistance to the 

population affected 
by the earthquake 
from Turkey, 2011
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T he Romanian Military makes no exception from 
agreeing with the importance of the needed 
and existing human resource, starting from the 
absolute evidence that the human resources 

play the role of a strategic partner of an organization. 
Hence, the constant and fervent interest to indemnify 
the qualitative and quantitative personnel needs. These 
concerns are visible at all levels of the processes that belong 
to the complex and dynamic management of the human 
resources. Since the dimensions of the socio-economic and 
military-political contexts are in a constant transformation, 
a continuous, systematic and overall approach is required 
as far as the human resources issues are concerned. As a 
result, all the efforts made target the attractiveness as well 
the maintaining in the system of the most remarkable 
human resources.

In order to fulfill these requirements for the Romanian 
Military, a lot of importance is played upon assuring 
the functionality of at least two processes of the human 
resources, namely the recruitment and selection of the 
personnel when entering the military career and the military 
career progression.

The first of the mentioned processes circumscribes two 
necessary and essential elements: the attractiveness for a 
consistent number of potential candidates for the military 
profession and the rigorous, pertinent and indiscriminate 
selection of the best out of these.

The recruitment and selection process already successfully 
implemented ensures the achievement of these objectives 
through the regional network of the info-recruitment offices 
available for each county (and district in Bucharest) and 
through three areal centers for selection and orientation 
(Alba-Iulia, Breaza, Câmpulung Moldovenesc), all of which 
are using the candidates’ selection technique for the evaluation 
centers.

 The constant upgrading of this system is based on 
the regular and expeditious pursuance, anticipation and 
adaptability to the socio-economic changes that may 
influence on short, medium or long run the indemnity of the 
professionalized human resource for defense, all of these based 
on special studies (sociological investigations and marketing 
research) made both in and outside the military organization.

The derived results are then capitalized through activities 
that promote the military profession on the labor market 
as well as bracing the position of the military profession on 
this market by transmitting the most coherent and complete 

messages for the target-groups, in accordance with the values 
and the organizational culture of the military institution 
and with the quantitative and qualitative objectives of the 
recruitment process.

Originating and maintaining the professionalized human 
resources in the military system is mainly dependant 
upon the image of the military profession and institution. 
Therefore, all the specialized structures from the Romanian 
MoD are joining efforts in order to continue recruiting 
a motivated human resource and to build a brand for 
the military profession, based on competence and equal 
opportunities. 

These military structures are the main beneficiaries of 
the influx of the newly absorbed personnel that is afterwards 
instructed within the in-house organization system. 

Concurrently, the requirements formulated by these 
military structures are the major contributors to the 
adjustment of the specific selection process simultaneously 
with perfecting the employed methods and techniques. 

The latest years’ recruitment and selection processes 
have brought new challenges for the military system itself, 
challenges that are mainly concerned with the enhancement 
of the military profession promotion and with the up growth 
of the selection process quality. All these are made possible 
by revising the criteria and the specific requirements so that 

The Military  
Profession Brand
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they ensure an adequate prediction regarding the future 
professional success. 

Current challenges in the efficient use of personnel have 
led to intensified efforts in harmonizing the legal framework 
in order to gain flexibility in military careers and to keep a 
high level of attractiveness for the military profession.

With regard to career evolution, it is well-known that, 
compared to any private business and most public institutions, 
the armed forces provide greater workplace stability and 
several opportunities of professional development, provided 
that there also exists personal interest in achieving that, 
of course. It is enough for a military person to prove 
competence, professional performance and moral integrity 
and to be preoccupied with perfecting their own professional 
training. Thus, anyone can have access, through a transparent 
process, to higher positions in their organizational hierarchy, 
with the observance of certain systemic requirements that 
emphasize not only personal skills but also the building-
up of professional expertise and experience, and that is 
not accidental, as a higher hierarchical position owes its 
importance to work complexity and responsibility level.

In the current stage of the human resources management 
modernization, whose reference point are established in the 
Romanian Armed Forces’ Transformation Strategy, there is 
a need to emphasize the qualitative aspect of military career 

development, by building an even stronger correlation 
between personal performance and promotion, in conditions 
of competitiveness, based on criteria strictly regarding 
competence and professional performance, applied in a 
unitary and uniform way. This alone is a goal in itself that is 
in agreement with an integrated vision on human resources 
management, which is part of a new strategy.

The new strategy focuses on guiding the organizational 
culture vectors by reasserting values that are already deeply-
rooted in the military environment, such as responsibility 
and professionalism, objectivity and impartiality, integrity and 
transparence, professional performance and moral integrity, 
organizational efficiency.

According to the Human Resources Management 
Directorate, the organization that is responsible with 
developing and monitoring personnel policies for the 
Ministry of National Defense, the new strategies aim at 
fulfilling some specific objectives, the major ones being:
Ø stratification of departments and positions by hierarchical 

levels, based on their types and levels of responsibility, by: a 
systemic classification of branches, services, MOS-es and 
functional areas; a revision of the principles and standards 
that define the positions of military personnel so that 
they can ensure motivation to gain the necessary skills for 
promotion, by differentiating them on salary factors;
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Ø establishment of principles, rules and conditions 
concerning the career gradual evolution, based upon the 
proven professional performance and the built-up experience 
by: reconfiguring the career evolution paths specific to 
units, functional services and areas: combat, combat 
support and combat service support units, engineering 
service and specialized services; setting up compulsory 
stages to pass through during the career evolution which 
will provide for the professional skills for the next stages of 
the career path;
Ø review of the selection and hierarchy system for a 

successful career evolution by: reduction of the number of 
selection boards and strengthening the importance of their 
decision-making factor regarding the preferment, career 
courses, and rank promotion; ensuring a coherent set of 
instruments and criteria that will substantiate selection 
boards’ decisions, based on the correlation between the 
individual competence and performance, and the job 
description requirements; creating a unitary and transparent 
analysis algorithm for preferment and rank promotion 
that ensures a predictable military career, according to the 
selection criteria;
Øsystematizing and standardizing the methodological 

framework of military personnel individual performance 
evaluation by: creating the instruments for professional 
performance measurement as a major factor of military 
career evolution; ensuring the direct link between the 
professional performance, as mirrored by the annual 
evaluation reports throughout the entire career, and the 
promotion possibilities.

Thus, a better predictability of military career evolution 
can be ensured, in close relation with the professional 
competence and performance. In other words, a military 
can know better what the possibilities and opportunities 
are for a subsequent career development at least one to two 
years in advance as these depend on the respective individual 
knowledge, professional and personal skills and built-up 
experience, completed by the way in which fulfill their 
duties, all these being recorded in the individual documents 
concerning their professional evaluation. 

Of course, professional development cannot be achieved 
only by building up experience. The constant education is 
one of the pillars of military career evolution. Therefore, 
career courses standardization can make continuous 
professional education processes more effective, so that the 
military personnel have a common set of knowledge and 
competences at the superior levels of their career, which 
allows an easier professional mobility.

To sum up, it should be stated that this integrative 
vision is generated by the need of military organization to 
act in the human resources area in a predictive way, based 
on real, current and future requirements of the armed 
forces. This should be the unique and sufficient landmarks 
of a rigorous planning process of human resources, the 
organizational planning of individual career being also 
included hereby.

The high-school 
students from Bucharest, 

visiting a military unit, 
April, 2014

Project entitled “The 
military – a different 

school”, April, 2014
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F ounded in 8th August, 1889, by 
King Carol I’s High Decree, The 
Superior War School represented 
the cornerstone of The National 

Defense University “Carol I”. 
Our institution has taken important 

steps over time in order to modernize 
education and to set the grounds of 
a prestigious institution, having an 
educational system compatible with 
the staff training ones functioning in 
the NATO and EU armed forces. 

Year 2014 marks the celebration 
of 125 years since this citadel of the 
higher military educational system 
opened the path towards training 
and knowledge, by becoming an 

institutional and professional model 
of European origin. 

The National Defense University 
“Carol I” is today a public higher 
military educational institution, and 
part of the national education system, 
accredited according to the legal 
provisions in forces, with the “High 
trust level” score, its educational 
curricula being ranked with level A - 
the highest. 

Currently, The National Defense 
University “Carol I” can hold seven 
graduation programs in the field of 
“Military science, intelligence and 
public order”, 13 master programs 
in the fields “Military science” and 

“Intelligence and national security”, 
P h D  s t u d i e s ,  p o s t - a c a d e m i c 
professional development programs, 
as well as non-academic specialized 
courses,  conducted in faculties, 
departments and training centers. 

Concurrent ly,  the university 
scientific research activity represents 
a priority, both in terms of using the 
newest and most relevant results in the 
interest fields in the learning process 
and in terms of institution assertion 
as an excellence center at national and 
international levels. 

In this context, The National Defense 
University “Carol I” launched in 2005 the 
scientific initiative entitled “Strategies 

“Carol I” National Defence  
University – 125 Years of  
Tradition in the Military  
Higher Education System

NDU Representatives, 
at ACT, Norfolk, 2013
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XXI”, which provides the pertinent 
framework for results dissemination 
of the scientific research, as well as 
for establishing and consolidating 
partnerships with military and civilian 
educational and research institutions, 
both in the country and abroad. Each 
research center in the university 
holds, annually, at least one scientific 
conference, a workshop or a seminar 
after which a volume is published. 

Starting with 2012, our institution 
has been organizing the National 
Security Forum, a major scientific 
event, where current issues regarding 
global security are debated. Thus, 

the university has projected an open 
dialog platform that allows business 
environment, the academic community, 
the Romanian decision-making factors 
from public institutions and from 
NATO and EU specialized institutions 
to discuss complex and current issues 
of the global security environment. 

This year, The National Defense 
University “Carol I” will organize the 
National Security Forum with the topic 
“Critical infrastructures protection” 
where international experts will gather 
to debate this field of major interest. 

In order to facilitate the dissemination 
of the research results, the institution 

publishes three scientific journals: 
strategic Impact Journal is a quarterly 
publication and it is published both 
in Romanian and English; it is sent 
abroad to 40 educational and research 
institutions. Also, it is indexed in the 
international databases CEEOL, EBSCO, 
ProQuest and Index Copernicus; 
strategic Colloquy, the journal’s monthly 
supplement, publishes, only on-line 
articles on current issues on security field 
in the Romanian language; the National 
Defense University “Carol I”s bulletin 
is a quarterly publication, and it is 
indexed in CEEOL and EBSCO; Journal 
of Defense Resources Management 
Magazine is a biannual publication, and 
it is indexed in the following databases: 
Index Copernicus, Ulrich’s Global 
Serials Directory, Directory of Open 
Access Journals, EBSCO, PROQUEST, 
Open Access English Language Journals 
Portal, Worldcat and Karlsruhe Virtual 
Catalog. 

Today, 125 years since the its 
establishment, The National Defense 
University “Carol I” must be seen 
through the dialectical relationship 
between the past, present and future, its 
evolution marked in the geographical 
space and in the Romanian historical 
time. This higher military education 
institution, worthy successor of the 
Superior War School, still manages 
to transmit, from generation to 
generation, the uplifting spirit of the 
motto “Labor Improbus Omnia Vincit”.

Command and Staff 
Faculty Students 

Scientific Session 
at NDU

“The military – a 
different school”, 

at NDU,
April, 2014 
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The DAY of the  
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Events, movies and 
photos featuring the 
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deployed in missions 
worldwide, on Facebook, 
Twitter and You tube 
official pages  
of the MoND
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